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ceeded  so  well  that  he  soon  became  an  expert.     His  inst 

meats  were   few  and   simple  ;   contemporaries   have  %a\A 

that  his  first  chain  was  a  grape-vine.     But  maps  and  plot 

of  land  surveyed  by  Lincoln,  still  extant,  show  a  ncatiie*. 

and  semblance  of  accuracy  that  testify  to  the  rigid  car* 

that  he  always  exercised  in  all  his  work.     Mr.  John  Cat 

hoiln,  county  surveyor,  was  at  this  period  a  useful  friend 

to  young  Lincoln.     The  region  round  about  was  full  of 

mushroom  cities  springing  up  in  a  day  ;  they  had  to  b« 

surveyed   in  order  that  their  fortunate  owners  could  dfii 

-scTifee  to  the  guileless  new  arrivals  the  location  of  strceU^.  - 

public  squares,  and  other  features  of  future  magnificcncf 

laid   down — on    paper.     Lincoln   became  an   assistant  t# 

Caihoun,   and,  when    occasion    required,  was   a  surveyor 

"  on  his  own  hook." 

In  May,  1833,  Andrew  Jackson  being  President,  Abr«.-  : 

ham  Lincoln  was  appointed    postmaster  of  New  Salcnv- 

The  office  had  very  small  revenues  and  no  political  importfX. 

ance.     It  was  given  to  Lincoln,  because  all  his  nciL^hbort^c,. 

wanted  him  to  have  it,  and  he  was  the  only  man  williof  .. 

to  take  it  and  able  to  make  out  the  necessary  returns  W 

the    post-office    department.      The    mail    was    light,   aiw 

Lincoln,  as  tradition  runs,  generally  carried  the  post-ofnce 

in  his  hat.     He  could  not  keep  at  home,  of  course,  a 

when  a  villager  met  him  and  asked  if  there  were  letters 

him,  the  postmaster  gravely  searched  through  his  n^ 

an    answer.       But    there    were    newspapers    broug '  ^ 

New  Salem  by  this  weekly  mail,  and  Lincoln  rchgio"       '-■ 

)uld  0* 


m 


ade  it  his  duty  to  read   them  all  before  they  col 


">, 
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"I  will  do  my  best,"  he  said;  "  and  when  I  am  ready  I 
will  report  to  you." 

The  schoolmaster,  Menton  Graham,  offered  to  help 
him  with  the  knotty  problems  ;  and  after  six  weeks  of 
hard   study,  Lincoln    was   ready  for    the   work  of  a  sur- 


Lincoln  the  Surveyor 

veyor.  With  the  money  which  he  had  saved  he  bought 
a  horse  and  a  pair  of  saddlebags,  a  compass  and  chain, 
and  other  things  needful  in  his  business.  The  county 
was  a  large  one,  and  there  was  much  to  be  done,  first 
in  this  part,  then  in  that.     A  new  village  called  Petersburg 


/• 


u 
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hollowing  the  Surveyor' s  Cham 

had  been   laid    out  two   miles   below   New 
Lincoln  was  sent  down  to  survey  and  mark 
and   streets.     The   boundary  Hnes    of   many 
to  be   determined   and    the   corner    stones    se 
New  roads  were  to  be  marked  out,  and  old  onej 
improved.     And  in  work  of  this  kind  the  you| 
found  plenty  to  do. 

This  business  brought  him  into  contact  withj 
people,  and   he  made  many  acquaintances  ir 
of  the  county.     Although  it  took  him  away 
studies  for  a  while,  it  was  the  best  possible  pre 
the  career  that  was  now  beginning  to  open  bef 

Every  one  who  knew  him  soon  became  his  I 
for  to  the  settlers  on  the  prairie  he  seemed  | 
the  virtues  and  accomplishments  that  were 
any  man.  He  not  only  knew  much  about  bj 
understood  woodcraft  better  than  any  hunj 
woodsman  in  that  region.  He  was  a  gocj 
horses,  and  as  the  umpire  of  a  horse  race  he 
His  strength  was  a  thing  to  be  wondered  at  I 
country  of  strong  men.  It  was  said  that  ai 
New  Salem  he  once  lifted  a  box  of  stones  w^ 
than  a  thousand  pounds ;  and  in  wrestling, 
other  feats  of  strength  in  which  the  people 
settled  region  deHght,  he  was  '  --•— «-;^ 

Although    during  the  grcc 
been  in  constant  contact  wit 
his  manners  were  free  from 
from  uncleanness  and  profa 
standing   aloof  from    the   1: 


Thornas  Neale  ap-noirts  Lincoln  Dept.   Stir, 

resentative  in  Congress,  in  obtaining  the  necessary  appropriation.  We 
were  not  disappointed,  as  appropriations  were  made  by  the  sessions 
of  Congress  of  1827-28,  and  we  were  i)aid  in  the  spring  of  1828  tiic 
full  rates;  each  sergeant  major  and  f|uartermaster  sergeant  nine  dol- 
lars per  month;  each  drum  and  fife  major  eight  dollars  and  thirty- 
three  cents  per  month;  each  corporal,  drummer,  lifer  and  teamster 
seven  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents;  each  farrier,  saddler  and  artificer, 
rated  as  privates,  eight  dollars  ;  each  gimncr,  bomliarflier  and  ])rivate, 
six  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents,  in  addition  to  which  we  were  paid  for 
the  use  of  our  horses,  arms  and  accoutrements,  and  for  the  risk  thereof, 
except  for  horses  killed  in  action,  ff)rty  cents  per  day.  I'or  rations 
seventy-five  cents  per  day,  and  one  day's  pay  for  fifteen  miles  travel 
to  the  place  of  rendezvous  and  returning  home. 

["Col.  Thomas  M.  Nenle  was  born  in  Fanquier  county,  VirRlnia  in  1706- 
When  he  was  a  mere  fliild  he  was  taken  by  his  i)arents  to  Howlins  Green, 
Kentucky.  On  the  lireaking  out  of  the  war  of  1812,  he  enlisted  and  served 
his  country  fnithfully  as  a  common  soldier.  Ho  studied  law  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  Bowling;  Green.  In  the  fall  of  1824,  Mr.  Neale  arrived 
in  Springfield,  and  at  once  commenced  the  i)raclice  of  law.  For  some  three 
or  four  years  his  practice  was  good.  In  the  campaign  against  the  Winne- 
bago Indians  in  1827,  he  was  the  colonel  in  command  of  all  the  infantry 
companies.  (?)  After  the  Black  Hawk  war.  Col.  Neale  was  elected  surveyor 
of  the  county,  and  one  of  his  acts  was  the  api)ointmPnt  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
as  his  deputy.  He  was  also  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years,  and  as  such 
uniting  many  couples  in  marriage,  some  times  receixing  as  his  fee  only  a 
saddle  of  venison.  He  died  August  7,  1S40."  From  the  History  of  8anqawon 
County,   Illinnrs.     Interstate   Publishing  Company.   Chicago,    1881,    p.   77. 

In  the  first  campaign  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  ISol.  Col.  Neale  served  as 
paymaster  of  the  first  regiment  of  Gen.  .Jos.  Duncan's  brigade.  The  other 
officers  of  the  regiment  were  Colonel  .James  D.  Henry,  Lieut.  Colonel  Jacob 
Fry,  Major  John  T.  Stuart,  Adjutant  Thomas  Collins  and  Quartermaster 
Edward  Jones.— J.  F.  S.] 

TrMi?,    Ill   State  Hist.    Soc,  B907 


HE    'SKEWED"    THE    LINE 

When  a  surveyor,  Mr.  Lincoln  fir.«t  platted 
the  town  of  Petersburg,  111.  Some  twenty 
or  thirty  years  ai:tcrwar(l  the  property-own- 
ers along  one  of  the  outlying  streets  had 
trouble  in  fixing  their  boundaries.  They 
consulted  the  oflicial  plat  and  got  no  relief. 
A  committee  was  sent  to  Springtield  to  con- 
Fult  the  distinguished  surveyor,  but  he 
failed  to  recall  anything  that  would  give 
them  aid,  and  could  only  refer  tliem  to  the 
record.  The  dispute  therefore  went  into  the 
courts.  While  the  trial  was  pending,  an 
old  Irishman  named  IVfcGuire,  nho  had 
■worked  for  some  farmer  during  tlie  summer, 
returned  to  town  for  the  winter.  The  case 
being  mentioned  in  his  presence,  he  prompt- 
ly said:  "I  can  tell  you  all  about  it.  1 
lielped  carry  tlie  chain  Avhen  Abe  Lincoln 
laid  out  this  town.  Over  there  where  they 
are  quarreling  about  the  lines,  wlien  he  was 
locating  the  street,  he  straightened  up  from 
his  instrument  and  said:  'If  I  run  tliat 
ptrect  right   tlirough,   it  wiU  cut  three  or 

four  feet  off  the  end  of 's  house.    It's 

all  lie's  got  in  the  Avorld  and  he  never  could; 
got   anotlier.     I  reckon  it  won't  luirt   any- ' 
tlu'ng  out  here  if  I  skew  the  line  a  little  and 
miss  him."'  '   f  ?/ 

The  line  was  "skewed,"  and  hence  the 
trouble,  and  more  testimony  furnislied  as 
to  Lincoln's  abounding  kindness  of  heart. 


Farm  Once  Was  Town 
Surveyed  bv   Lincoln 


Jlj/    Ihc   Annnrjnlrd   Prrm 

Lincoln,  111.,  June  18 

ALBANY,  a  town  «;urvcycd  by 
Abraham  Linrolri  00  yrars 
npo,  is  being  "put  to  the  jilow.'" 
The  curved  steel  shares  arc  turn- 
inp  the  "deserted  villapc"  to  farin- 
inp  land.  The  map  of  Albany 
drawn  by  Lincoln  can  be  seen  at 
the  State  Historical  Library, 
Sprinpfield. 

I'ain^takinply  drawn  lines  divide 
the  to^viiship  into  ci;;ht  s(iuarc 
blocks  in  rows  of  twos,  the  main 
or  central  street  being  named 
Mcdidian  Street.  P'irst,  Second, 
Tliir<l  and  Fourth  Streets  run 
diagonally  through  Jleridian  Street. 

Lin'oln's  now  almost  faded 
han(hvriting  gives  an  explanation 
of  the  map,  with  a  list  of  the  prop- 
erty owners,  two  in  number.  His 
modest  charge  of  $2.r)0  is  marked 
"paid." 


LINCOLN  MADE 
SURVEYS  FOR 
PETER  BUTLER 

Warren   County   Pioneer 

Gave  Approval  of  His 

Drawings  in  1834. 

A  little  known,  fact  that  con 
nects  Abraham  Lincoln  more 
closely  ^vith  Wai-ren  county  his- 
torv  IS  shown  in  a  new  Lincoln 
book,  a  copy  of  v.h.ch  ha^  just 
been  received  asa  gift  of  Dr.  W. 
T.  Rawleigh  of  ^reeport.  It  was 
revealed  in  the  book  that  Peter 
Butltr,  pioneer  of  Warren  county 
and  the  nia«  who  l^'d  out  Mon 
mouth,  commissioned  Mr.  Lincoln 
to  make  the  survey  of  New  Bos 
ton,  and  approved  his  work. 

The  book's  title  is   ,  ;Freeport  s 
Lincoln"    and   was   PuWished     re 
cen«v  in   connection  with  the  un- 
veiling of  a  statue     of     Abraham 
Lincoln    on    the    seventy-first    an- 
n  ver  ary  of  the  Freeport  Lmcoln- 
Douglas  debate  last     August.     It 
contim.    addresses      delivered      at 
the   unveiling,   a   list   of     ^^J'^its 
displayed,  and  an  account  of  tne 
debate'  itself.   The  '.statue  was      a 
pift   of   Mr.   Rawleigh     and     was 
Sgned  and  executed  by  Leonard 
Orunelle.  The  dedication  is  to  Mr. 
Rawleigh's    only    ^ou,    m\hnx     T. 


the      freedom 
might  still  er 


Rawleigh  s    oniy    =>""' ,  .'■ -i;/ "  tbat 

Rawleigh.  "who  gave  J^^s  l^^hat 

-    edom      Lin<-"1"    •ffl«)nea 

In   a   s!>ecjM^p"?t^  on     '^Lin- 


coin 


lifejhat 
^gP,ned 


col^'  as  \^"s^rveyor  •'     the     book 
publishes  an  account  of  the   Ne^ 
Boston.    111.,  ^urv«y   ^"^^^     So 
from   J?--.  A-^A^-^i.^l/a 

"I   do  hereby   certify   that     the 
above  is   an  accurate   Pj^^  of  the 

ry^A^^LiSX^PeS^l^ul 
?Jr  Surveyor  of  the  County  of 
Warren^^  At  the  time  the  survey 
was  made  Mercer  county  was  at- 
Tached  to  Warren  county  for  ad-_ 
ministrative  purposes.  The  signa 
tures  of  the  various  parties  to  the 
nUt  were  acknowledged  by  the 
?itrretors  of     New     Boston^^ 

^l^rte"  ?uX\Tckn Adg^ 

«3e^^ItTh^^i- -  of  t£ 

^^i  Th^e^  HSt?:iaim^et?n 
ation  as  to  xne  iig""  riv*>r 

the  lots  abutting     pn     the     river 
bank    The  plat  was  recorded     on 

^"^hln   ihf  new     Wgbway     -as 

removed     A  brass  pia^^^  at 
fhTpotnt  of  remo'-l' Within  the 


past- week,,  ho^vever^tbeongm^^^^ 

^WAlen'^e^'^^t    efforts 
.J^een^i^ade  to  locate  th^  or^g- 

lT^t\St\n'fa^ethat^be 
•   •   „i  r,1!l^  was  returned  by  "''H- 

the  recorder  "^^de  a  c^opy 
few  years  ago  in  a  more  v 
'''\JlVn'"A     Lincoln"    made   this 

,,;;e\^\in^--Vrd?eryT^t'h; 
was   an    a^'k^^'ard,    dn^amy  /  ^^.^j_ 

a  surveyor  of  no  ^partKU  ^^^^^^^ 
S'"t"^rthe%lSsippi    river. 

?^"i^-^  n?,t  a  new  to^^'n  known  as 
be  laid  out  a  nexy  ^  ,  .,  „ave 
New   Boston    and   probably^_^g^^^ 

the    matter   of     the  ^^    ^^^ 

little    thought,    "ther   1 

that  they  ^^'^i^art  of  the  day's 
for  it  was  all  pan  oi 

"'"''^Z}'    X    .r^   nf  New   Boston     was 
^^of  thT  earlv  lettlements    .m 
one    of   the    e<iii.>  ,  ^  ^    point 

Mercer  county     Above  tha^^^P 

passes  tbe  Y"ff^:.\pparent  from 
west  to  cast.  It  ^^,^PP -^eved  the 
the  Plat.that  Lincoln  surveys 

town  "square  .."^^th  the  rwe  ^^^ 
l^X  T^^^  "-  ?s  laid  out  at 
^\iSln-s  work  at  Ne-  Boston 
-a«    -t    done    unt>     a^^^t    sev^e^^ 

V^  ^^^fli^^D-i^s^n       Kevolu-j 

<  rt»  r    A    K.  marker  last  Sat- 
^°  J.v    Mr    licnnison  wtV   his  son, 

vard  for,,tlji^  hoats  yj^,.   ^P  ^ 

^'I'sti^ne  friendship  with  the 
^^r  and  Fox  Indians,  ^"^'^ding 
tbp  chiefs  Keokuk  and  Blackhawk 
?as timed,  which  continued  c^^n 
during  the  Blackhawk  -ar  J-,  e 
thev    were    warned   to    leave    ^"^> 

£%'5;^is„''r;;irr%ar  .^^;5 
s,r.n."rtJrNe.%.r 

was  laid  out  by  Lincoln. 
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A  compass  and  a  grapevine  were  the 
only  instruments  used  in  establish- 
ing the  boundaries  of  many  pioneer 
towns  that  grew  up  in  the  American 
wilderness.  Surveyors,  more  than  the 
members  of  any  other  profession, 
were  associated  with  the  opening  of 
new  territories  and  the  establishment 
of  thoroughfares.  Their  task  was  the 
marking  of  ways  and  places. 

Having  chosen  to  make  a  geographi- 
cal approach  in  the  study  of  Lincoln 
for  1934,  it  seems  timely  to  call  atten- 
tion in  this  issue  of  Lincoln  Lore  to 
Abraham  Lincoln's  activities  as  a  sur- 
veyor. 

Lincoln  was  offered  the  position  of 
deputy  surveyor  of  Sangamon  County 
by  John  Calhoun,  the  surveyor.  As  the 
offer  came  at  the  time  Lincoln  was 
very  much  interested  in  becoming  a 
member  of  the  legislature,  he  made  it 
quite  plain  to  Calhoun,  who  was  of 
different  political  faith,  that  he  was  in 
no  wise  to  be  bound  politically  by  the 
appointment,  if  he  accepted,  and  that 
he  was  to  be  allowed  to  "express  his 
opinions  on  government  affairs  as 
freely  and  frequently  as  he  chose." 

Calhoun  was  but  three  years  older 
than  Lincoln,  so  we  must  not  conclude 
that  any  fatherly  interest  prompted 
the  selection.  Inasmuch  as  Calhoun 
became  a  representative  in  1838,  it  is 
likely  that  he  felt  that  Lincoln's  popu- 
larity might  be  of  some  political  as- 
sistance to  him  although  he  belonged 
to  the  opposite  party. 

The  thorough  mathematical  train- 
ing which  Lincoln  had  received  dur- 
ing his  Indiana  school  days  came  to 
good  advantage,  as  is  evident  from  an 
autobiographical  sketch,  written  in  the 
third  person,  which  reveals  how  rapid- 
ly he  was  able  to  acquire  the  rudi- 
ments necessary  to  begin  his  duties: 

"The  surveyor  of  Sangamon  offered 
to  depute  to  Abraham  that  portion  of 
his  work  which  was  within  his  part  of 
the  county.  He  accepted,  procured  a 
compass  and  chain,  studied  Flint  and 
Gibson  a  little  and  went  at  it.  This 
procured  bread,  and  kept  soul  and 
body  together." 

One  of  the  books  Lincoln  used  was 
"The  Theory  and  Practice  of  Survey- 
ing" by  Robert  Gibson.  The  original 
copy  of  the  volume  he  studied,  which 
was  published  in  1814,  is  said  to  con- 
tain his  autograph  on  several  pages. 
The  First  Survey 

Just  one  hundred  years  ago,  on 
January  14,  Abraham  Lincoln  submit- 
ted a  report  of  the  first  survey  he  is 
known  to  have  made.  The  certificate 
reads  as  follows: 

"1834,  Jan.  14.  Surveyed  for 
Rupel  Godby— the  West  half  of 
the  North  East  quarter  of  Sec- 
tion 30  in  Township  19  North  of 
Range   6   West.    Beginning   at  a 


LINCOLN  THE  SURVEYOR 

White  Oak  12  inches  in  diameter 
leaving  N  34  E  84  Link,  a  White 
Oak  10  inches  S  58  W  98  Link, 
Thence  South  40  chains  to  a  White 
Oak  12  inches,  N  73  E  20  Link, 
Thence  East  20  chains  to  a  Black 
Oak  12  inches,  S  54  W  16  Links— 
Thence  North  40  chains  to  a  post 
and  mound.  Thence  West  20 
chains  to  the  beginning. 
Chainman  J.  Calhoun,  L.  L.  C. 

Hercules  Demming    By  A.  Lincoln" 

Sangamo  Town — Athens  Road 

Lincoln  was  called  upon  many  times 
to  assist  in  the  surveying  of  roads.  In 
1834  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  a 
commission  "to  view  and  relocate  a 
part  of  the  road  between  Sangamo 
Town  and  Athens."  On  November  4,  a 
report  was  made  by  the  commission 
drawn  up  by  Lincoln  with  the  follow- 
ing statement  appended: 

"Herewith     is    the    map — The 

court  may  allow  me  the  following 

charges  if  they  think  proper: 

1  day's  labor  as  surveyor.. ..$3.00 

Making  map  50 


$3.50 
A.  Lincoln." 

New  Boston,  Illinois 

Possibly  the  first  town  Lincoln  was 
called  upon  to  survey  was  over  one 
hundred  miles  away  from  his  New 
Salem  home.  It  was  evidently  a  task 
performed  for  his  former  associate  in 
the  Black  Hawk  War,  Captain  Elijah 
lies.  The  troops  had  touched  the  Mis- 
sissippi at  a  point  near  the  mouth  of 
Henderson  River,  and  it  was  just 
north  of  this  point  on  a  bank  over- 
looking the  Mississippi  that  lies  had 
acquired  the  piece  of  land  where  he 
had  Abraham  Lincoln  survey  the  town 
of  New  Boston.  Lincoln  made  a  de- 
tailed map  of  the  town  showing  the 
owners  of  the  lots.  One  of  the  cita- 
tions is  as  follows:  "The  lots  marked 
lies  and  out  lots  marked  Elijah  lies  be- 
long to  Elijah  lies  of  Sangamon 
County." 

Appended  to  the  plot  of  the  town  of 
New  Boston  is  the  following  certifi- 
cate: "I  do  certify  that  the  above  is 
an  accurate  plot  of  the  town  of  New 
Boston,  as  surveyed  by  me.  A  Lin- 
coln for  Peter  Butler,  Surveyor  for  the 
County  of  Warren."  The  plot  was  ac- 
knowledged by  the  surveyor  on  Sep- 
tember 30,  1834,  and  also  entered  as 
an  exhibit  in  the  Deed  Record  "B"  of 
the  Mercer  County  Court  on  July  12, 
1836. 

In  1928,  when  a  paved  road  was  con- 
structed through  the  main  street  of 
New  Boston,  one  of  the  original  corner 
stones  set  by  Lincoln  was  removed.  It 
is  hoped  that  some  one  has  had  fore- 
sight enough  to  conserve  the  old  stone, 
which  might  well  serve  as  a  monu- 


ment to  Lincoln's  activities  as  a  sur- 
veyor. 

Deputy  Surveyor  a  Second  Term 
On  September  12,  1835,  a  notice  ap- 
peared in  the  Sangamon  Journal  an- 
nouncing that  Thomas  M.  Neale,  new- 
ly elected  surveyor  of  Sangamon 
County,  had  appointed  John  Calhoun 
and  Abraham  Lincoln  as  his  deputies. 
Neale  had  been  one  of  the  thirteen 
candidates  for  representative  to  the 
general  assembly  at  the  same  time 
Lincoln  made  his  first  race  in  1832; 
Neale's  total  was  571  and  Lincoln's 
657.  It  is  evident  that  some  political 
considerations  were  responsible  for 
Lincoln's  second  appointment  as 
deputy  surveyor. 

Albany,  Illinois 

Photographic  copies  of  the  map 
which  Abraham  Lincoln  made  from  his 
surveys  for  the  town  of  Albany  indi- 
cate that  he  was  a  painstaking  drafts- 
man. The  whole  work  is  neatly  done; 
the  writing  especially  is  in  a  very 
clear  legible  hand.  The  central  street 
he  called  Meridian  Street,  and  the 
three  cross  streets  were  designated  as 
First,  Second,  and  Third  Streets.  The 
plot  contained  a  public  square  and 
fifty-six  lots.  The  land  surveyed  was 
owned  by  John  Wright  and  John  Don- 
avan. 

The  following  certificate  appears 
under  the  map  with  date  and  signa- 
tures : 

"I  hereby  certify  that  the  above 

is  a  correct  map  of  the  town  of 

Albany,  as  surveyed  by  me. 

A.  Lincoln, 
for  T.  M.  Neale,  S.  S.  C. 

June  16,  1836. 

Petersburg,  Illinois 

It  must  have  been  with  some  reluc- 
tance that  Lincoln  accepted  the  task 
of  making  surveys  for  the  town  of 
Petersburg.  By  the  year  1836  it  was 
quite  evident  that  New  Salem  would 
be  overshadowed  by  the  community 
growing  up  but  one  mile  to  the  north. 
All  will  agree  that  Petersburg  spelled 
the  doom  of  New  Salem,  and  it  must 
have  pained  Lincoln  to  contribute  to 
the  settlement  of  Petersburg  by  mak- 
ing surveys  for  further  development  of 
the  town.  Some  accounts  of  his  labors 
claim  it  was  a  task  of  several  weeks. 
The  surveys  at  Petersburg  were  con- 
cluded by  February  22,  1836,  the  date 
on  which  the  plot  was  recorded. 

As  late  as  1859  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  called  upon  by  a  surveyor's  con- 
vention assembled  at  Chicago  to  give 
an  opinion  with  respect  to  some  point. 
The  convention  realizing  that  Lincoln 
himself  had  been  a  surveyor,  felt  he 
would  be  best  qualified  to  pass  upon 
the  point  in  question.  He  submitted 
his  opinion  in  writing  on  January  6, 
1859. 
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Jjenevoient  and  1  rote^live 

NO.     674 

April  4th,   1957 


POCATELLD. lOAMD 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  I/id-Iurtry, 
Fort  vrayne,  Indiiana. 

Dear  Sir: 

Thanks  for  your  letter  of  March  25th  aiid  theLincoln  Lore 
Bulletin  No.  250,  dated  Jan.  22,  1934. 

I  was  especially  interested  in  the  paragraph  headed  "The 
First  Survey"  and  I  must  coni'ess  that  it  v;as  a  rude  awakening  to 
ponder  that  date  Jan.  14,  lo34.  For  some  reason  I  had  alv/ays 
thought  only  of  Lincoln  as  the  Civil  ■far  President  and  tids  rnay 
be  stems  from  a  ditty  I  learned  asxakkM  as  a  kid  "The  v;ar  begun 
in  sixty  one,  the  war  was  ore,  in  sixty-four. 

Just  reading  the  "certificate"  answers  many  of  the  ques- 
tions in  my  letter  of  Febr.  18th.  I  loiovv'  he  used  a  compass  on  a 
"Jacob  Staff",  that  he  read  liis  bearings  to  the  nearest  degree  only 
and  his  distances  to  the  nearest  "link"  wliich  is  8  inches.  Now 
we  have  the  compas  mounted  in  a  transit  and  graduated  to  20  sec- 
onds and  V'/e  make  measurements  with  a  steel  tape  graduated  to  l/lOO 
of  a  foot  and  we  use  pluruo-bobs  to  get  true  horizontal  distances. 
The  inclosed  traverse  sheet  that  I  figured  shows  errors  of  9.0 
feet  too  far  north  and  20.9  feot  too  far  west,  v/hich  is  close 
enough  in  that  8000  foot  survey.  There  are  no  doubt  errors  in  m'^ 
calculations  because  I  did  them  "Long-hand"  and  used  the  sine  and 
cosine  tables  to  3  places  on3y  and  distances  to  the  neajrset  foot. 

The  next  thing  odd  about  this  survey  is,  V.Tiat  was  it  nade 
forv  The  notes  say  it  lies  in  the  W^,  N.S.t,  Sec.  30,  T.  19  N. 
R.  6  TY.  and  yet  there  is  no  corner  of  tliis  8  sided  figure  that  is 
tied  to  a  legal  sub-division  corner  and  the  area  of  the  tract  is 
NOT  given.  Maybe  I.Ir.  Godby  got  his  moneys  worth,  but  IxEscH^c-seaxt 
cant  see  it. 

T'ihen  you  have  time,  why  not  get  the  county  surveyor  of  Allen 
County  to  check  my  work? 


fJuLAy^^   A^-e^  u 


i  n 


Yours  very  truly, 


J.A 


S.D.Clinton 

620  North  Arthur  Ave. 

Focatello,  Idaho, 


1 S^  A 


H^G^i?^ 


April  10,  1957 


Mr.  S*  D.  Clin ton 

620  Horth  Arthur  A-wrnue 

Pocatello,  Idaho 

Dear  Mr.  Clintons 

I  hav3  your  letter  of  April  k  and  I  ara  delighted  to  have  your  coDoeiits 
concemln_^  the  work  of  Ahrahao  Lincoln  as  a  surveyor.     I  am  pl/jclns 
your  letter  In  our  file  so  that  future  students  who  Ciay  £elve  luto  this 
toatter  will  have  a  record  of  your  In  teres  tln^;  cots&ien&s. 

I  fear  that  I  cannot  answer  your  question  nanely  *S»hat  waj  It  wade  for?* 
Lllsevise  I  fear  I  cannot  clear  up  the  discres^ancjee     that  you  note  in 

ti;e  survey.     I  do  think  thrjt  we  can  he  sure  that  the  fcurvey  was  toade  Id 
SoDSEUDon  County^  Illinois. 

Thankins  you  acain  for  your  letter,  I  remain. 

Yours  sincerely. 


dh  Director 


ESTABLISHED    1845 


Engineering  Instruments 
Troy.   N.  Y,  U.  S.  A. 

TELEPHONE:    AREA  CODE  S18     ASHLEY   2-6300    •     CABLE  "GURLEY" 

December  10,  I962 


Dr,  R,  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foiindation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr,  McMurtry: 

On  September  27,  19^2,  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  James  T.  Hickey, 
Curator  of  Lincoln  Collection  in  Springfield,  Illinois,  stating  that 
the  surveying  instrument  used  by  Abraham  Lincoln  was  in  the  Museum 
building  at  New  Salem  State  Library. 

I  have  had  a  photograph  taken  of  this  instrimient  and  find  that  it 
is  a  surveyor's  vernier  compass  made  by  Rittenhouse  and  Compy.  I  am 
familiar  with  surveyor's  compasses  made  by  both  David  and  Benjamin 
Rittenhouse  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  so  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  this  compass  was  made  by  either  David  or  Benjamin  Rittenhouse, 

In  the  literature  that  your  Foundation  has  of  Lincoln  and  his  survey- 
ing is  there  any  mention  of  the  surveying  instruments  that  he  may 
have  used? 

I  will  be  grateful  for  your  reply. 

Sincerely, 

W.  &  L.  E,  GURLEY 

C.E.Smart*C,M.L.  Chairman  of  the  Board 


Engineering  and  Surveying  Instruments,  Hydrological  and  Meteorological  Instruments,  Paper  Testing 
Instruments,  Optica  I  Instruments,  Reticle  Manufacturing  Facilities.  Standard  Weights  and  Measures 


\ 


i^ecember  \3,    1962 


I4r.  C.  E.  Swart 
VJ ,  ''^  L .  E ,  v--.iTi.UjY 
Troy,  New  York 

Dear  Mr.  Gmart: 

lie  ha 76  a  rather  intoreet.ln?  file  on  Lirijoln 
the  Surveyor;  however,  thdra  is  no  Me'»tion  of  hia 
conpasa  and  consequently  no  naioe  of  the  nanufao'>urer. 

T  regret  that  T  aui  unaolo   to  helf   you  in  this 
matter. 

Yours  siaceraly, 


R.  Gerald  Mcl-urtry 


RGMtiad 
Enclosure 


ESTABLISHED    1845 


.  9  . 

Engineering  Instruments 
Troy,   N.  Y,  U.  S.  A. 

TELEPHONE:    AREA  CODE  518     ASHLEY   2-6300    •     CABLE  "GURLEV 

December  19,  I962 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtey,  Director, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtey: 

I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  December  13th  and  the  copy  of 
"Lincoln  Lore"  of  January  22,  193^. 

I  was  particularly  interested  to  read  that  Mr,  Lincoln  "procured 
a  compass  and  chain,  and  studied  Flint  and  Gibson".  Also  that  he 
had  the  l8l^  edition  of  "The  Theory  and  Practice  of  Surveying"  by 
Robert  Gibson. 

In  the  Gurley  Museum  Library  we  have  two  editions  of  Gibson  in 
good  condition;  the  eighth  edition  published  in  Philadelphia  in 
1803,  and  the  edition  published  by  J.  &  J.  Harper  in  New  York  in 
1832. 

Also  two  editions  of  Flint,  one  published  in  Hartford  in  l80^,  the 
other  published  in  Hartford  in  I83O. 

I  am  hoping  that  the  New  Salem  State  Library  can  authenticate  that 
the  Rittenhouse  Surveyor's  Vernier  Compass  was  the  one  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  used  in  his  surveying  work. 

Sincerely, 


■7 


•^C  fcyiln^Ctif 


C.E. Smart ^C.M.L. 


Engineering  and  Surve^-ing  Instruments,  Hydrological  and  Meteorological  Instruments,  Paper  Testing 
Instruments, Optical  Instruments,  Reticle  Manufacturing  Facilities,  Standard  Weights  and  Measures 
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THE     EMPBRE     STATE     SURVEYOR 

OFFICIAL  PUBLICATION  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  STATE  ASSOCIATION  OF  PROFESSIONAL  LAND  SURVEYORS 


JOHN  E.  MclNTOSH,  Editor 

P.O.   BOX   140 

LOCKPORT,  NEW  YORK   14094 


February  l6,  1966 

Lincoln  Museiim 

Lincoln  Life 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Gentlemen: 

I  am  interested  in  obtaining  sufficient  information  for  the  preparation 
of  an  article  on  Abraham  Lincoln  as  a  surveyor. 

Would  you  have  any  such  material  that  you  could  make  available  to  me 
for  this  purpose  including  possible  photos  of  his  instruments,  survey 
certificates,  maps,  news  paper  articles  relating  to  his  appointment  or 
work  as  a  surveyor,  etc. 

Please  inform  me  as  to  your  procedure  for  releasing  such  material 
and  what  may  be  available  for  this  purpose, 

I  would  be  most  appreciative  of  any  assistance  you  may  be  in  a 
position  to  offer. 


JEM/ 


sm 


John  E,  Mcintosh,  Sr. , 
Editor 


AFFILIATED    ASSOCIATIONS 

Brooklyn   Land  Central   New  York  Society        City  Surveyors  Association        Eastern    New   York   Society        Genesee  Valley  Land        Mid-Hudson  Valley  Association 

Surveyors   Association         of   Land   Surveyors  of  Greater  New  York  of    Land   Surveyors,    Inc.  Surveyors  Association        of  Professional  Land  Surveyors 

Mohawk   Valley   Society  Nassau-Suffolk  Niagara   Frontier  Richmond  County  Professional         Surveyors   Association 

of  Professional  Land  Surveyors         Civil   Engineers,   Inc.         Land    Surveyors  Association        Land   Surveyors  Association  of  Queensboro,    Inc. 


February  25,  I966 


Mr.  John  E.  Yclntosh,  Sr. ,  Editor 

The  Etnoire  State  Surveyor 

P.  0.  Box  li*-0 

Lockport,  New  York  m-09k 

Dear  Mr.  Kclntosh: 

Your  letter  of  February  I6  requesting  information  on  Lincoln  as  a 
surveyor,  has  been  received* 

^closed  is  such  material  as  I  have  been  able  to  find  in  nuv 
files.     The  only  photojraoh  available  is  frow  a  drawing  of  Lincoln  as  a 
surveyor.     I  have  no  pictures  of  the  instrurments  he  used.      I  arr  sending 
Xerox  copies  of  surveys  Lincoln  made  for  .Reason  Shipley  and  Jesse  Gum,   also 
a  road  trap  executed  by  Lincoln  in  I834.     In  addition  are  several  copies  of 
newspaper  cliooin^s  frow  our  files,  which  mi^bt  be  of  interest  to  you. 
Also  enclosed  are  copies  of  Lincoln  Lore  Bulletins  No,   250  and  No.   506 
which  give  inforrration  on  Lincoln's  work  as  a  surveyor. 

In  our  ccllection  of  rare  books  is  a  oatnohlet  entitled    'The  Early 
Surveyors  and  Surveying:  in  Illinois"  by  Z.A.   Enos.,    January  29,   I89I.      It 
contains  infortnation  on  Lincoln  and  should  be  interesting  to  you.      I  am 
having  it  Xeroxed  for  you. 

Yours   sincerely. 


(Mrs.)  Ruth  P.   Higgins 
rh/  As St.   to  Dr.   KcMurtry 

enc. 
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affluent    constituents    than    in    making   the 
the  best  use  of  either  all  taxpayers'  money  or 
the  Federal  Government's  credit. 
Sincerely  yours, 

George  M.  Campbell. 


View  of  Left  Out  of  Focus 
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HON.  THOMAS  G.  ABERNETHY 

OP    MISSISSIPPI 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday,  April  8, 1965 
Mr  ABERNETHY.  Mr.  Speaker, 
when  one  political  columnist  quotes  an- 
other political  columnist,  it  is  generaUy 
on  a  pretty  serious  matter.  In  her  col- 
umn which  appeared  in  the  ^^mphis 
Commercial  Appeal  on  March  20,  1965 
Alice  Widener  quotes  William  S  White 
to  point  to  a  new,  ugly  intellectual  objec- 
tivity which  accepts,  without  question 
and  without  even  identification,  the 
well-known  Communist  ii-ifiltration  and 
influence  in  leftwing  organizations. 

The  column  speaks  for  itself.    Undei 
unanimous  consent.  I  insert  it 
Appendix  of  the  Record: 

View  of  Lett  Out  of  Focus 
(By  Alice  Widener) 
New     York.— Decent     Americans 
lorn  with  columnist  William  S.  White  in  rec- 
oenizing  and  deploring  what  he  describes  as 
theTll  new  intellectual  objectivity  m  our 
Nation      This    alleged   objectivity,   he   says, 
acc^P^s  as  student  'eaters  those  rabble  rou.- 
prs     radicals     and    anarchists    at    university 
crmp^es   and  other  places  who  substltu  e 
hXiing  license  of  speech  for  genuine  free- 

n^:^  somfquarters,  Mr.  White  points  out, 
there  iB  far  more  sympathy  f- the.,  extrem- 
i<;t  student  demonstrators  than  for  other 
boys  Tthe  same  age  risku.g  their  lives  „i 
vXam  in  a  fight  for  real  freedom  against 

^^n^^^M^h  15,  the  very  sarne  day  that 
White's  column  appeared  in  New  York,  the 
New  York  Times  carried  a  front  page  article 
entitled  "The  Student  Left:  Spurring  Re- 
?oi^"  by  Fred  Powledge.  In  my  opmion, 
thiTarticle  is  characteristic  of  the  ugly  new 
•■obje^vity."  for  it  presenl^an  o-t-of-focus 
■  picture  of  what  he  describes  as  the  left^t 
"new  activist  intelligentsia"  rising  on  college 

'"'^^fS'the  Powledge  article  "ports  in  16 
par^aphs  of  130  lines  on  the  W.E.B^DuBois 
ctubs  of  America.  A  single  paragraph  states 
"L^t  October.  J.  Edgar  Hoover,  the  Director 
of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation, 
wrote  that  the  DuBois  Clubs  had  been 
Tpawned  by  the  Communist  Party,  U.S.A.  and 
that  the  club's  ideology  was  one  of  'discord, 
hate    and  violence.'  " 

The  foregoing  sentence  in  the  Tunes  is 
inunediately  followed  by  the  ••objective  sub- 
head "Hoover  Viewed  As  Threat  and 
the  paragraph.  "Many  menibers  reply 
that  Mr.  Hoover  is  paxt  of  the  reaction- 
ary force  that  the  DuBois  group  believes 
is       the      greatest      threat       to      American 

^Thus  Times  vwiter  Fred  Powledge 
equates  "objectively"  the  highly  inforined, 
ejcpert  statement  of  a  superior,  distinguished 
public  official  such  as  J.  Edgax  Hoover  with 
the  subversive  slander  of  him  and  the  FBI 
by  a  Communist  youth  group. 

There  follows  in  the  Times  article  seven 
paragraphs  about  Miss  Bettina  Aptheker,  a 
DuBois  Club  member  at  the   University  of 


California  at  Berkeley  who  calls  herseU  a 
•'Marxist  socialist."  Miss  Aptheker  is  quoted 
as  saying  that  the  "sort  of  society"  she  be- 
lieves should  exist  has  "almost  been  achieved 
in  the  Soviet  Union.  Fred  Powledge  IdenU- 
fles  her  as  "the  daughter  of  Herbert  Aptheker, 
a  writer  on  Negro  history  and  director  of  the 
institute    for    Marxist    Studies    here     (New 

York  City) ." 

Now  it  is  true  that  Herbert  Aptheker  is  a 
writer  and  director  of  the  institute  men- 
tioned But  Mr.  Powledge  did  not  inform 
his  readers  that  Herbert  Aptheker  appearing 
on  behalf  of  indicted  Communists,  testified 
in  Federal  court  in  1949  and  again  in  1954 
that  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  Commu- 
nist Party  since  1939.  Moreover,  the  House 
committee  on  Un-American  Activities  re- 
ports that  Aptheker  was  officially  listed  by 
the  CPUSA  in  1961  as  a  member  at  large 
of  its  national  committee. 

Columnist  White  writes  that  it  isn't  popu- 
lar to  say  Communists  are  exploiting  ex- 
tremists of  right  and  left  in  our  country, 
inside  and  outside  the  civil  rights  situation. 
••No.  it  is  not  popular  to  say  this,"  says  Mr. 
White,  "it  is  only  true." 

Wisely  he  points  out  that  this  truth  should 
not  serve  neofascists  or  any  other  extremist 
group  a^  an  excuse  for  brutality  or  violence, 
or  as  an  excuse  to  deny  to  Negroes  their  ab- 
solute right  to  vote  in  all  elections. 

In  addition.  Communist  exploitation  ol 
freedom  of  speech  and  assembly  should  not 
serve  as  an  excuse  for  description  of  the 
••Filthy  Speech  Movement"  at  the  University 
of  California  as  merely  the  puerile  current 
expression  of  student  revolt— as  did  the  New 
York  Times  in  an  editorial  of  March  15. 

I  agree  with  William  S.  White  that  our 
rich  Nation  is  becoming  poor  in  old  and 
once-irreplaceable  values.  These  are  all  the 
values,  middle  class  morality  values,  which 
the  communists  seek  to  destroy.  Decent 
Americans  should  band  together  and  put  a 
slop  to  il. 


Lincoln  as  a  Surveyor 

EXTENSION  OF  REMARKS 


Hon.  EVERETT  McKlNLEY  DIRKSEN 

OF    ILLINOIS 

IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES 
Thursday,  April  8, 1965 
Mr    DIRKSEN.     Mr.  President,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  have  printed  in 
the  Appendix  of  the  Record  an  article 
entitled,    "A    Lincoln    Survey    Boomer- 
anged."  written  by  Sidney  M.  Hams  and 
published  in  the  February  issue  of  the 
American  Suiweyor  and  Photogramme- 
trist  published  in  Washington,  D.C    for 
land  surveyors  and  mappers  throughout 
the  free  world.     This  article  gives  some 
little-known  facts  about  the  penod  in 
Lincoln's  life  in  which  he  served  as  a 
land  surveyor  and  points  out  m  an  in- 
teresting manner  some  of  his  activities 
in  this  field.    It  also  reveals  that  even  in 
failure  Abraham  Lincoln  was  undaunted 
and  continued  to  pursue  his  goals  and  to 
build  the  friendships  that  later  were  to 
stand  him  in  such  good  stead. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  article 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  Record. 
as  follows: 

A  Lincoln  Survey  Boomeranged 
(By  Sidney  M.  Harris) 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  natural  born  "sur- 
vevor"   but   not   a   surveyor   of   land;    that 
came'later-the  hard  way.     He   was  a  sur- 
veyor of   mankind,  and  this  distinguishing 


quality  of  character  paid  him  well  in  friends, 
which  meant  more  to  him  than  possessions. 
In  his  youth,  Lincoln's  great  desire  for 
knowledge  made  him  appear  lazy  to  his 
hard-working,  unlearned  neighbors.  He 
could  often  be  found  "lounging  around 
with  a  book  or  paper.  If  he  had  work  to  do, 
he  did  it  well,  but  steady  work  was  not  eas- 
ily found  in  that  day  by  a  person  who  was 
unestablished  and  imsettled.  and  he  did  not 
marry  until  he  was  33. 

He  was  somewhat  of  a  drifter,  but  he  had 
chosen  the  New  Salem  area  as  his  home  and 
always  retm-ned  there  after  making  a  flatboat 
trip  to  New  Orleans,  or  fighting  in  the  Black 
Hawk  War  as  captain  of  the  Illinois  Militia. 
Lincoln  had  many  jobs  of  short  duration, 
and  wherever  he  worked  he  made  friends. 
In  1833  at  the  age  of  24,  he  was  made  post- 
master at  New  Salem,  111.,  by  President  An- 
drew Jackson,  a  Democrat,  although  Lin- 
coln was  a  Whig,  later  Republican.  Author 
Carl  Sandburg  said  in  his  writings  that.  No 
Democrat  wanted  the  job." 

Abe  was  more  learned  than  most  ordinary 
men  in  the  area  with  a  similarly  low  income. 
He  was  glad  to  get  the  job— not  so  much 
for  the  salary  (which  he  surely  needed)  but 
for  an  opportunity  to  read  the  papers  that 
passed  through  the  office. 

Reading  and  discussing  local  and  national 
current  events  delighted  Abe.  The  newspa- 
pers were  his  main  source  of  information. 
His  salary  as  postmaster,  which  was  based 
on  the  revenue  that  passed  through  his  office, 
amounted  to  $6  or  $8  per  month.  The  infre- 
quent arrival  of  the  mail,  and  the  small 
amount  of  it  left  Abe  with  plenty  of  time  to 
read  and  to  engage  in  other  activities. 

At  that  time,  the  Illinois  country  with  its 
fertile  prairies  was  a  sought-after  home  for 
many  migrants  from  the  East.  Business  was 
so  good  in  Sangamon  County  that  County 
Surveyor  John  Calhoun  was  compelled  to 
find  an  assistant.  He  had  heard  of  Abe  Lin- 
coln's aptitudes  and  trustworthy  qualities. 

Calhoun,  a  Jackson  Democrat,  sent  word 
for  Lincoln  to  come  to  his  office.  He  ex- 
plained his  need  for  someone  who  could  help 
him  with  the  surveying  work,  and  asked 
Abe  if  he  thought  he  could  do  It.  Aoe 
always  ready  to  accept  a  challenge,  thought 
he  could. 

Abe  agreed  to  take  the  job.  providing  he 
could  speak  as  he  pleased  and  not  be  ti^ 
up  politically:  Calhoun  agreed  to^^^^t  Abe 
run  his  own  private  affairs.  Abe  believed  his 
lob  as  postmaster  would  not  Interfere  with 
his  job  as  surveyor-if  he  ever  became  a  sur- 
veyor He  had  never  done  any  surveymg.  and 
knew  he  would  need  to  study  a  g«at  de^  to 
gain  a  working  knowledge  and  skill  that 
lould  turn  out  creditable  work  for  the 
county. 

Mentor  Graham,  a  schoolmaster  was 
sought  by  Abe  to  help  Inm  conquer  The 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Surveyhig,'  by  Robert 
SVbson.  published  in  1814.  They  studied 
untU  the  late  hours  of  the  night,  and  some- 
Umes  Lincoln  worked  alone  until  dayUght. 
It  was  a  tedious  and  exacting  study  that  In- 
cluded decimal  fractions,  logarithms  trig- 
onometry, the  use  of  mathematical  instru- 
mems,  changing  the  scale  of  "^^P^' °P^.yf  "7, 
the  circumferentor  (now  the  transit) ,  the  art 
of  leveung,  and  mastering  the  methods  of 
the  times  for  measuring  areas. 

Abe  pursued  his  studies  so  thoroughly  that 
his  friends  feared  for  his  health  but  mj 
weeks  time  he  had  mastered  the  book  ana 
rJrveylnT  instruments  Calhoun  assigned 
him  work  in  the  north  end  o^  f  "gf'"^."^ 
fountv  as  a  deputy  surveyor.  Abe  took  ms 
Snment  seriously,  as  he  did  any  job  he 
contracted  to  do.  His  ^^st  recorded  report 
ns  denutv  surveyor  was  submitted  January 
H  1834  Other  records  reveal  his  work  was 
accurate,  although  he  used  a  grapevine  for 
his  surveyor's  chain  until  he  could  afford  to 
buy  the  proper  instruments. 
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Lincoln  also  delivered  mall,  which  he  car- 
ried In  his  hat  for  the  people  he  might  meet 
in  the  area  in  which  he  was  worlclnB.  As 
much  as  he  lilced  being  a  poslnuvster.  and 
"moonlighting"  as  a  surveyor,  he  had  failed 
to  conquer  poverty.  Tlie  cliaiu  of  adver.slLics 
that  had  pursued  him  througli  life  con- 
tinued. Debts  from  a  prior  udventiu-e  In 
the  grocery  business,  wliich  failed,  were  a 
source  of  embarrassment  to  him. 

A  man  who  had  one  of  Lincoln's  outsUmd- 
Ing  notes  brought  suit  against  him  when  lie 
coiUd  not  meet  the  demand  for  payment. 
Tlie  court  ordered  Abe's  iX)ssessions  sold  to 
satisfy  the  debt.  As  It  happened,  his  only 
possessions  of  value  were  ills  horse  and  his 
surveying  Instniments  wlilcii  he  needed  In 
his  business. 

James  Short,  a  Sand  Ridge  farmer,  heard 
about  the  sale  by  the  court,  and  was  present 
at  the  auction.  Short  bought  the  horse  and 
Burveying  instruments  for  $1'25  and  (-;a\e 
tliem  back  to  Abe. 

Lincoln's  salary  as  a  surveyor  was  $3  per 
day,  when  he  worked,  and  $2  50  for  m.iklng 
a  plat  and  report.  His  earnings  fis  surveyor 
and  postmaster  left  him  little  or  notlilng 
to  apply  to  his  $1,100  debt  Incurred  as  a  re- 
sult of  hLs  failure  as  a  merchant.  But  the 
two  positions  made  him  many  friends  and 
brought  him  a  certain  amount  of  distinction 
which  proved  beneficial  in  later  ventures. 

Lincoln  pursed  his  work  as  smvcyor  with 
much  diligence,  laying  out  roads,  township 
lines,  and  town  lots.  He  surveyed  a  lO-acre 
plot  of  land  on  the  Sangamon  River  north- 
ward from  New  Salem.  S<xjn  settlers  were 
flocking  Into  the  area  and  building  homes. 
The  spot  became  known  as  Petersburg. 
Lincoln  laid  out  one  street  in  the  village 
crooked  because  tf  he  had  made  it  straight 
the  home  of  Jemima  Elmore  would  have 
been  In  the  street. 

As  Petersbtu-g  became  recognized  as  a  bet- 
ter location  for  a  growing  community  many 
people  from  New  Salem  relocated  in  Peters- 
burg. As  Petersburg  grew.  New  Salem  di- 
minished. In  a  short  time  there  were  so 
few  families,  and  so  little  business  left  in 
New  Salem  that  the  Poet  Office  Department, 
In  1837,  considered  it  unwise  to  continue  the 
post  office.  As  a  result,  Lincoln  lost  his  Job 
of  postmaster. 

Lincoln's  inability  to  keep  a  steady  Job  was 
not  due  to  his  lack  of  integrity,  skill,  or 
Industry.  It  was,  perhaps,  his  temperament 
and  the  times  that  wrouglit  so  mi.ny  changes 
In  his  career.  But  he  applied  iilmself  wise- 
ly and  diligently  and  each  Job  he  lost  cata- 
pulted him  onward  Into  something  better. 
He  became  a  lawyer,  a  legislator,  a  Con- 
gressman, and  24  years  after  svirveylng  him- 
self out  of  the  position  as  postmaster  he  be- 
came President  of  the  United  States. 


An  Unwelcome  Spring 


EXTENSION  OP  REMARKS 

OP 

HON.  GEORGE  W.  ANDREWS 

OP    ALABAMA 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday,  April  8.  1965 

Mr.  GEORGE  W.  ANDREWS.  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  commend  to  the  attention  of 
our  colleagues  the  following  editorial 
wliich  appeared  In  the  Southern  Star, 
Ozark,  Ala.,  on  April  1,  19C5: 
An  Unwelcome  Spring 

An  easing  of  racial  tensions  in  AUibama 
is  the  hope  of  all  citizens  who  have  a  sincere 
Interest  In  the  welfare  of  this  SUite.  How- 
ever, this  Is  not  likely  to  come  about  soon, 
as  Martin  Luther  King  runs  amuck  and  un- 


checked,   calling   for   an   economic    boycott, 
and  attempting   to  bring  about  anarchy  In 

Alabama. 

Judgment  has  been  passed  on  Alabama 
witiiout  a  fair  trial.  We  have  been  found 
guilty  in  the  eyes  of  the  Nation  of  every  vUe, 
slanderous  Insult  that  King  Citn  concoct. 
Certainly  not  gTillty  In  the  eyes  of  many, 
but  in  tlie  kangaroo  court  presided  over  by 
the  molders  of  public  opinion — the  national 
news  media — Alabama  has  been  made  out 
to  be  in  the  3,ime  class  with  the  Nazi  butcii- 
ers  of  the  Hitler  regime.  This  is  a  malicious 
lie  wliicli  demands  retracting.  However,  we 
have  little  recourse  with  most  of  the  i>owers 
that  be,  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  on  down,  holding  tlie  deck  sUicked 
against  us. 

When  we  read  the  analogies  of  Nazi  Ger- 
many and  Alabama  it  makes  the  blood  boil. 
If  any  tiling  we  see  tlie  analogy  the  other 
w.iy  around.  Watching  King  siioullng  his 
diatribe,  and  listening  to  his  foll(;wers  shout 
slogans  in  return  to  a  prompter,  we  have  a 
feeling  that  many  Germans  must  liave  had 
in  the  103O's  when  they  saw  Hitler  rising  to 
power,  and  were  virtually  powerless  to  do 
anything    about    it. 

We  do  not  think  that  tliis  country  is 
headed  for  a  dictatorship  immediately,  but 
tliere  exists  so  little  hope  for  State  and  local 
government  to  exercise  any  authority  over 
areas  pre\iously  reserved  for  them,  it  makes 
one  wonder  in  fear. 

The  question  that  keeps  wanting  for  an 
answer  is — will  there  be  a  leveling  of  ten- 
sions? Will  the  Nation  wake  up  In  time 
to  see  the  true  color  of  the  movement  led 
by  Martin  Luther  King? 

The  only  hope  for  a  sane  solution  to  racial 
strife  is  compromise  between  responsible 
leaders  of  both  races,  both  in  Alabama,  and 
on  the  national  level,  as  this  is  a  national 
revolution  in  the  truest  sense. 

Conipromlse  is  difficult  to  visualize  now, 
becuase  all  we  can  hear  is  the  strained  voices 
of  extremists  on  both  sides.  Tlie  ravings 
of  King  and  his  followers  make  any  sensible 
solution  to  the  problem  extremely  difficult. 
They  want  everything  now,  their  way,  with 
no  compromise. 

On  the  other  hand  we  have  the  element  in 
Alabama,  Just  as  other  States  have  them, 
who  think  the  solution  to  the  problem  lies 
in  the  gun,  and  the  club.  This  is  the  way  to 
lasting  disaster.  Those  who  killed  the  De- 
troit housewife,  the  minister  in  Selma,  and 
Negro  youth  in  Marion,  are  Just  as  much  an 
enemy  of  Alabama  as  Martin  Luther  King 
Is,  perhaps  more  so. 

These  killings  cannot  be  Justified  by  any 
standard.  The  reasoning  that  Mrs.  Liuzzo 
should  have  been  at  home  with  her  f;unily 
is  sound.  But  on  the  other  hand,  she 
should  be  free  to  travel  the  highways  of 
Alabiima  without  fear  of  harm.  Just  as  we 
should  be  free  to  ride  tlirough  sections  of 
Chicago  or  Harlem  without  fear  or  threat 
of  h:u-m.  But  unfortunately  this  is  not  the 
case,  tliere  are  sections  of  this  country  where 
the  life  of  an  Alab:ana  citizen  would  be  in 
grave  danger,  Just  as  Mi's.  Liuzzo  found  her 
rendezvous  with  danger  and  death  on  a  lone- 
ly rural  Alabama  highway.  This  is  the 
shame  of  this  Nation. 

We  have  lived  for  generations  in  peace 
and  harmony  with  the  Negro  in  Alabama, 
and  can  continue  to  do  so — if  the  powers 
that  be  will  let  the  State  attempt  to  work 
its  own  i)roblenis  out  free  of  outside  inter- 
ference. This  is  wishing  a  lot,  as  there  is  no 
indication  the  State  will  be  free  to  do  any- 
tliiiig  on  its  own  any  more. 

Negroes  liave  been  wronged  In  Alabama 
in  many  areas,  in  many  ways.  Responsible, 
sensible  citizens  acknowledge  tliis.  Most  are 
willing  to  let  bygones  be  bygones,  lUid  accept 
change,  and  work  for  tlie  betterment  of  both 
races  with  the  least  jxjssible  conflict.  But 
again,  how  can  this  be  done  when  agit.ators 
arc  Calling  for  the  lmpe;ichment  of  Governor 


Wallace  In  one  breath,  and  an  economic  boy- 
cott of  the  State  in  the  next. 

If  King  and  his  leaders  were  sincerely  In- 
terested In  the  well  are  of  the  Negro  In 
Alabama  they  would  call  oil  the  dogs,  and 
give  the  leaders  of  this  Slate  a  chance  to 
show  definite  plans  of  making  certain 
cliangcii  whicli  would  improve  the  status 
of  the  Negro.  But  we  don't  believe  they 
are  sincere  in  their  beliefs.  Tlriey  are  not 
really  interested  In  Alabama's  welfare.  They 
are  interested  in  its  destruction  along  with 
other  areas  which  still  believe  in  a  form  of 
government  free  of  socialism,  pinko-Com- 
munist tinges  and  all  that  goes  with  the 
Great  Society. 

We  acknowledge  many  of  our  faults  in 
Alabiuna,  and  believe  the  people  of  this  State 
are  willing  and  able  to  work  for  a  belter  day, 
con-ecllng  injustice  wliere  it  exists,  and  con- 
tinuing a  way  of  life  that  Is  based  on  respect 
lor  local  government,  and  rcjjH.'ct  for  the 
principles  oi  Cliristianity. 

The  people  of  Alabama  as  a  whole  are  a 
churchgolng,  God-fearing  people.  Their 
souls  must  be  greatly  disturbed  at  the  spec- 
tacle they  have  recently  witnessed.  A  spec- 
tacle that  condoned  practically  every  form 
of  debauchery  along  the  route  of  march  from 
Selma  to  Montgomery  that  is  imaginable. 
Yet  tills  siiectac'le  wa.s  endor>-ed.  supjxirted, 
and  sanctioned,  lock,  stock,  and  barrel  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  it  moved 
with  the  Reverend  Mitrtin  Luther  King  at  its 
he.id,  professing  to  be  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  and  having  at  his  back  scores  of 
northern  clergymen. 

King  told  an  audience  in  San  Francisco, 
and  broiidcast  It  over  the  national  airwaves, 
that  evil  is  deep  rooted  in  Alabama.  Wliat. 
pray  tell  does  he  think  was  deep  rooted 
among  his  Imported  followers  and  march- 
ers? We  call  It  evil  in  the  rawest  form.  But 
obviously  President  Johnson,  and  the  ma- 
jority of  those  living  King's  lie,  look  on  it  as  a 
Sunday  school  picnic. 

We  are  far  from  being  prudish  about  many 
things,  but  lately  we  have  been  firmly  con- 
vinced that  moral  decay  has  its  roots  In 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  is  bui-sting  into  full 
bloom  tliis  spring. 


"A  Choice  for  Americans" — Address  by 
Senator  Thurmond 


EXTENSION  OF  REMARKS 

OP 

HON.  KARL  E.  MUNDT 

OP    SOUTH    DAKOTA 
IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE   UNITED  STATES 

Thursday,  April  8. 1965 

Mr.  MUNDT.  Mr.  President,  earlier 
this  year,  my  home  Stat-e  of  South  Da- 
kota was  privile;;cd  to  have  as  one  of  its 
visitoi-s  oiir  distinsruished  c<5lleague.  the 
Senatt")r  from  South  Cai-oliua  [Mr. 
Thurmond  1. 

He  wius  tlic  guest  speaker  at  the  an- 
liual  meeting  of  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce in  Aberdeen,  and  delivei-ed  a  most 
forceful  and  thoughtful  address  on  the 
problems  of  our  tunes  and  tlie  praspects 
Utat  lie  ahead  for  the  tn>e  of  free  society 
that  has  been  oui's  for  nearly  two  cen- 
turies. 

Mr.  President,  the  fact  that  his  speech 
is.  Indeed,  a  vit.itl  one  is  demonstrat^'d  by 
the  fact  tliat  the  publication.  "Vitivl 
Speeches  of  the  Day,"  priiit-ed  Senator 
TiamMOND's  address  In  its  February  15, 
1965,  edition. 
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JOHN   E.   ANDERSON 

FORREST  V.  Patch 
c3eorge  e.  potter 
Howard  W.  Patch 


LAW  OFFICES   OF 

ANDERSON.    PATCH,    POTTER    &    PATCH 

Jackson  National  Tower  Building 
Jackson.  Michigan  49201 

Phone  789-S104       Area  Code  517 


Charles  C.  mcClafferty 


July   13,    1967 


OF  Counsel 
Benjamin  Kleinstiver 


loew  OF 


Mr.  Allen  C.  Steere 

The  Lincoln  National  Life 

Insurance  Company 
S.  Harrison  Street 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Allen: 


fipferred  to — ^ : -— 

REC'D     JUL  141967 

Answered 


Office  of  A.  C.  STEERE 


I  have  again  visited  the  owner  of  the  surveying 
instrument  which  I  told  you  about  last  Saturday. 

The  instrument  appears  to  be  a  Burt  Solar  Compass 
similar  to  the  enclosed  picture  which  the  owner,  Richard 
Gutekunst,  made  for  me.   It  is  in  a  box,  mahogany  or  walnut, 
16  1/2  inches  long,  8  1/2  inches  wide,  4  1/2  inches  deep. 
On  one  side  of  the  box  "A.  Lincoln  --  Sept.  1834"  has  been 
carved.   The  face  of  the  compass  bears  the  following:  "Wm. 
I.  Young  S  Co.  Makers". 

Mr.  Gutekunst  also  provided  me  with  the  enclosed 
copy  of  a  letter  or  statement  which  was  in  the  compass  box 
when  he  acquired  it. 

Mr.  Gutekunst  states  that  he  is  certain  that  the 
instrument  is  genuine  and  is  old  but  that  he  knows  nothing 
of  its  history. 


Sincerely, 


Forrest  V.  Patch 


FVP/ew 
Enclosures 


July  14,  1967 


Forrest  V,  Pa^ch,  Psq. 
Anderson,  Patch,  Potter  §  Patch 
Jackson  National  Tower  Building 
Jackson,  Michigan  49201 

Dear  Mr,  Patcli: 

This  morning  Mr,  Allen  Steere  turned  over  to  me 
your  letter  of  July  13th  along  vdtli  the  stataiient  by  C,  L, 
Hooberry  and  tlie  i)icture  of  the  Burt  Solar  Cc»npass, 

I  have  studied  tliis  information  with  a  great  deal 
of  interest.  Mr,  Steere  lias  suggested  that  I  do  sane  research 
on  Lincoln's  surveying  instruments  to  see  if  I  can  further 
autlienticate  tlie  interesting  relic  now  owned  by  Mr. 
Gutekunst. 

I  sincerely  hope  Mr,  Gutekanat*s  compass  is  a  genuine 
Lincoln  item.  Already  I  an  wondering  why  it  v^^ould  be  dis- 
covered in  Kentucky,  All  of  Lincoln's  surveys  were  made  in 
Illinois. 

I  am  acquainted  with  an  author  who  is  presently 
iirriting  a  l)ook  on  "Lincoln,  t)ie  Surveyor."  Perhaps  he  can 
help  me  in  my  researcli. 

We  will  certainly  get  in  touch  with  you  again  after 
vi/e  look  into  tliis  matter  a  little  further. 

Yours  sincerely. 


R,  Gerald  Md^turtry 
RGfVcmvr 


HOOBERRY'S  BOOK  STORE 

Rnre  Books  — Old  Guns  and  Pisfoh 

140  Fifth  Ave..  North 

NASHMLI.F.  3.  TFNNESSEE 

ilay-  Ist,   1948, 
7^  vrhcm  It  may  o<»c»r«,Thi6  old  eurrsyiBj  Instnjniettt  t^s  purchased  by  me  fran  Mr*th«  widcfW  ©f 
5fr.3ttph«a  D.Iarrtah  of  Rloxiraon<i,Ky.Trlth  a  lot  cf  old  book*  that  -was  left  by  Mr^FftrrisK  i4i«a 
h#  pflktt*^  away. 

iltont  15  years  a^o  I  irns  iia  Riohnoad   soc«tlnc  for  old  books « end  I  passed  by  the  old  Farrlih  hcne 
and  went  la  aa^.  asked   for  old  books, aad  llrs.F&^rish  vms  at  hccae^end  inTited  me  In, but  Mid  that 
there  was  nothluc  for  sale, but  her  husbamd  mlf/hr,  buy  somethirn  frcin  me, that  he  tried  to  buy  all 
the  books  aad  Jimk  that  Tras  for  sale.  I  veat  <lovm  tama  to  his  office  amd  he  was  la  aad  nai  v«iy 
showimc  i&e  the  books  that  h$  had  ftt  -^he   office,  and  in  a  drav,'er  locked  up, he  taken  out  thvlk  old 
iaetr\m«at    out   aad   chowe-S    It   ^-r-  ne,ho   said  that   he  bo'igis^    It  »t  •    &ale   io  Ky.    it  was  hit  |>rt.de 
asid  jogr,moaey  oould  not  hate  buught  it  frar^  hl»,but  after  his  (iaath  I  (ot  in  touch  Vith  hl^  widow,: 
aad  bought  it  with  a  lot  of  other  things, aad  books. 

This  old  Sunreylag  Imstruaeat  was  the  property  of  Abraham  Lincoln, and  was  used  by  his  as  he  tried^ 
tc  be  a  sunreyor,  there  are  records  of  his  work  as  a  surreyor. 

This  is  a  Tery  rare  ixxstruiaent* 

aat'  the  prioe  is  lOGO.OO  die  Thousand  Dollars. 

•  Bespectf'ally   submited. 

This  The  let  Day  Od  L'ay,   1948, 


^    ^  H^z^-^hU'IA^ 
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SURVEYING  AND  MAPPING 


/  \^r%..M.  u 


Figure  20. — Patent. drawing  of  the  Burt  solar  compass,   1836.     From  the  restored  patent  draw- 
ings  in    the   National   Archives. 


R.  P.  I.  Inaugurates  Twelfth  President 


ACSM's  past  president  Lester  C.  Higbcc 
represented  the  American  Congress  on  Survey- 
ing and  Mapping  at  the  inauguration  of  Rich- 
ard Gilman  Folsom  as  the  twelfth  president  of 
Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute,  at  the  R.  P.  I. 
Field  House,  Troy,  N  .V.,  October  4,  1958. 

Those  assembled  for  the  lumheon  were  ad- 
dressed  by  the   Hon.   Averell   Harriman,   Gov- 


ernor of  New  York.  The  academic  procession 
took  place  at  2:30  p.m.  The  inaugural  cere- 
mony was  held  at  3:00  p.m.  The  speakers 
were,  Robert  Gordon  Sproul,  President  Emer- 
itus of  the  University  of  California,  and  Rich- 
ard Gilman  Folsom,  the  new  president  of 
R.  P.  I. 

.\  general  reception  followed  the  ceremony. 


Maine  Coast  Charting  Program 


A  long-range  program  for  the  complete  re- 
construction and  modernization  of  the  series  of 
1 :  40,000  scale  chart.*  covering  the  coast  of 
Maine  has  resulted  so  far  in  the  production  by 
the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Sur\'ey  of  three  new 
editions  of  the  nautical  charts.  These  are  Nos. 
303,  304,  and  305,  and  together  they  co%'er  the 


coast  between  West  Quoddy  Head  and  Schoodic 
Island. 

It  is  interesting  lo  ihmc  that  Maine  ha'^  a  de- 
tailed tidal  shoreline  of  3,478  miles.  Florida  is 
the  only  .State  ha\ing  a  detailed  tidal  shoreline 
nf  greater  length  than  that  of  Maine.  Maine's 
entire  coast  is  subject  to  tides  of  unusual  range, 
and  tides  of  18  feet  or  more  occur  periodically. 


July  14,  1967 


Mr.  Adin  Baber 

Route  2 

Kansas,  Illinois  61933 

Dear  Adin: 

V/e  are  doing  some  research  on  a  Burt  Solar  Compass  (1836) 
which  is  Bielieved  to  have  been  the  property  of  Abraliam  Lincoln,  Know- 
ing of  your  interest  in  Lincoln,  the  Suiveyor,  I  am  lioping  you  can  be 
of  some  help  in  my  research. 

The  coTtpass  ivas  discovered  by  a  book  dealer  in  Riclinrand, 
Kentucky.  It  is  in  the  original  inahogaBy  or  walnut  box  16  1/2  inches 
long  and  8  1/2  inches  wide  and  4  1/2  inches  deep.  On  one  side  of  the 
box  is  carved  "A.  Lincoln  -  Sept.  1834."  The  face  of  the  compass  bears 
the  following;  "Itn  I,  Young  fi  Co.  Maliers."  There  is  a  singed  state- 
ment about  the  cc»iipass  dated  May  1,  1948. 

I  wonder,  if  this  is  a  genuine  relic,  why  Lincoln's  compass 
would  be  found  in  Kentucky,  Furthermore,  the  statement  of  authentication 
reveals  tliat  the  signer  knew  very  little  about  Lincoln,  For  example, 
the  statement  is  made  that  the  compass  was  the  property  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  "was  used  by  him  as  he  tried  to  be  a  surveyor..." 

I  enclose  a  picture  of  a  Burt  Solar  Compass.  The  old  relic 
appears  siciiliw  to  this  picture. 

Can  you  give  nie  your  comments  on  the  information  I  have  at 
liand. 

Yours  sincerely, 


R.  Gerald  I'lc'^ftirtry 


Ra-1/cmvr 
Enclosure 


■Krs.  tTel. 
,Ar»a  (Lobe 

217 
948-3723 

^ansaB,  (3IIIinots  61933 

July  15,  1967 

Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  if'oundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Gerald: 

What  a  happy  incident  to  have  you  ask  about  my  interest  in 
Lincoln's  surveying,   I  am  just  returned  home  from  Menard  County 
where  Lincoln  surveyed  to  find  in  my  mail  your  letter  about  a 
Burt  type  Solar  compass.   That  it  is  alleged  to  have  belonged  to 
Lincoln  and  was  used  by  him  in  doing  his  Illinois  surveying. 
Indeed  I  do  comment  on  the  information  that  you  have  at  hand. 

In  earlier  years  of  my  researching  I  stuck  my  neck  out  a  time 
or  two  and  had  to  abjectly  retreat.   Therefore  I  shall  not  say 
that  Lincoln  never  owned  the  Solar  compass  but  I  shall  categorically 
deny  that  he  used  it  in  any  of  the  surveys  he  made,  and  that  I  have 
investigated,   1  have  checked  and  been  on  the  sites  of  all  his 
surveys  that  are  mentioned  in  Lincoln  Day  by  Day  and  Collected  Works, 
and  I  have  learned  of  other  surveys  by  him  for  which  the  notes, 
records,  and  plats  are  missing. 

From  these  studies  of  Abe's  work  it  is  learned  that  he  located 
obliterated  section  corners  and  reestablished  boundary  lines.   These 
lines  were  those  laid  out  in  1822  and  the  township  boundaries  in 
blocks  of  16  townships  had  been  previously  determined,   I  have  never 
found  where  Abe  resurveyed  an  exterior  township  line. 

Even  if  he  did  he  would  not  have  needed  a  Solar  instrument. 
Indeed,  he  could  easily  have  found  true  North  by  the  recognized 
practices  used  by  surveyors. 

Furthermore,  I  believe  that  the  compass  owned  by  the  State  of 
Illinois  and  now  exhibited  in  a  case  at  the  New  Salem  State  Park  was 
the  one  used  by  Abe.   It  was  well  authenticated  by  John  B.  Gum,  Wm. 
Green,  and  others  in  fall  of  1865,  and  the  truthfulness  and  fidelity 
of  these  men  were  attested  to  by  no  lesser  persons  than  our  Governor 
Oglesby,  and  Ex-Governor  and  Senator  Yates. 

It  happens  I  was  on  three  farms  today  that  Lincoln  surveyed; 
one  owned  by  Jess  Gum.   It  was  his  son,  John  B,  Gum  who  became  a 
surveyor  and  later  owned  Lincoln's  compass,  and  made  positive 
affirmation  that  the  compass  he  used  was  the  same  one  that  Lincoln 
used  on  his  father's  farm. 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry—Z  July  15,  1967 

To  further  comment;   I  believe  that  Wm.  Austin  Burt  is 
credited  with  inventing  the  Solar  compass.,  and  his  patent  is 
dated  1836,  and  by  that  time  Abe  was  winding  up  his  surveying. 

Of  course  the  Youngs  made  surveying  instruments  and  may  have 
had  permission  to  copy  Burt's  patent  but  hardly  before  1836  1 
think. 

A  Solar  compass,  used  1836,  would  have  been  a  new  compass. 
We  have  it  from  John  Hill,  son  of  Sam  Hill,  and  who  tried  to  condemn 
Mr.  Lincoln,  in  the  White  House,  by  an  article  of  faint  praise 
in  his  newspaper.   He  wrote  that  Abe  acquired  a  second-hand  compass. 

As  for  Abe's  "trying  to  be  a  surveyor,"  I  am  prepared  to 
demonstrate  by  Abe's  survey  of  a  wet  school  section  that  he  ran 
meander  lines  and  traverses  and  would  have  had  to  know  the  use  of 
sines,  cosines,  and  logarithm  tables.   The  man  was  a  wizard  as  a 
surveyor. 

Leaving  off  the  evidences  of  my  argument  and  adding  what  I 
think;   I  can  have  no  confidence  in  a  statement  made  in  1948  about 
a  compass  used  in  1836;  it  is  hearsay, 

1  doubt  that  Abe  would  have  carved  his  name  on  a  compass  case. 
Names  are  usually  placed  to  identify  objects.  A  name  on  a  case  was 
useless;  a  thief  would  have  taken  the  compass  and  left  the  case. 

This  is  like  that  old  axe  handle  with  Abe's  name  on  it.   Neither 
Abe  nor  any  axe  user  would  deface  an  axe  handle  except  perhaps  place 
an  initial  or  two  near  the  blade.   So,  neither  would  any  surveyor 
deface  his  compass  case.   Surveyors  are  proud  of  their  profession  and 
cherish  their  instruments.   Only  a  vandal  minded  person  would  commit 
such  desecration  to  a  beautiful  compass  case. 

Gerald;   1  have  written  this  too  long  letter  about  a  sorry 
subject  but  1  am  qualified  to  do  so.   I  was  trained  to  be  a  surveyor 
and  practiced  it  for  ten  years.   1  have  been  made  an  Honorary  Life 
Member  of  The  Illinois  Land  Surveyors  Association,  who  recognize  my 
qualifications  to  be  one  of  their  members, 

I  am  sure  that  you  will  draw  the  correct  inference  from  this 
letter.   You  have  permission  to  quote  me  -  I  shall  stand  by  my 
statements. 

Yours  sincerely,  j 

Adin  Baber 
AB;ml 


lis  iiunm  indicates  its  charactor 


H.GEHAJ.D    MrMuRTHY 

DlHKOTOM 


The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fori  Wayne,  ladiana 

July  21,   1967 


r^orrcst  V.   Patdi,  Esq. 
i\]iderson,   Pa.tc}\,   Potter  q  Patch 
.Jackson  ?Jatioiial  To\;er  Building 
Jackson,   'lichi>',aii     49201 

\k\\v  Mr.    Patch: 

Since  writing',  you  on  July  14tli  rec^arJing  the  Rurt  Solar 
Co!':i])ass  wliicli  alle;;edly  was  used  by  Abrahajn  Lincoln  in  1854,   I  Iiave 
done  considerable  research  on  Lincoln's  surveying  instruments. 

I  find  in  our  files  that  Lincoln  o\med  only  one  set  of 
instiuments  v/nich  are  on  display  in  the  ?iuseuin  of  the  Ne^v  Salem  State 
!\'irk  near  Springfield,   Illinois.     I  enclose  a  ratlier  crude  drawing  of 
t];oso  instruiiciits. 

y\din  Rabcr  of  Kansas,   Illinois,   is  currently  vsrriting  a  i)ook 
on  "Lincoln,   the  Surveyor"  and  he  is  re-surveying  every  j<cno)\n  surye)' 
tiiat  Lincoln  is  knoivn  to  have  made.     FIc  is  going  to  mnke  a  wonderful  and 
fine  contrib/Ution  once  his  l)Ook  is  published. 

I  l)rought  to  Mr.   Baber's  attention  the  information  you  sent 
to  'Jr.   Allen  C.   Steere  and  T  enclose  his  comments.     I  am  convinced 
that  ilr.   Raber  has  dra'.vn  the  correct  conclusion  about  tlie  instnx'ient 
o\;Tied  by  Mr.   Pvicjiard  Cutekiiiist. 

I  regret  ve^cy  mucli  ti\at  v/e  had  to  adoi)t  this  conclusion  arid  I 
'jant  you  to  ]<i\o\s  ho\.'  vcr>'  much  v;e  appreciate  your  bringing  tlie  matter 
to  our  attention.     I  v/ish  tlie  instrument  )iad  belonged  to  Lincoln  as  \\'e 
might  have  been  in  a  position  to  acquire  it  for  our  collection. 

Tiianking  you  again,   for  your  interest,   I  remain 

Yours  sincerely, 


R.   Gerald  Mc>lurtn' 
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Compass,  staff  and  cliain     Liiicdln's  Surveying  liisl  riiiiii'iits  aii<l  liis  old  saddU' 

bags.     Tlie  surveyinp;  iiistnimciits  wcri'  sold   hy   I.iiiiroln  to  Joliii  1?.  (!mii  who  used 

them  as  County  Surveyor  and  later  donated  them  to  tlie  Lhieoln  Monument  Assoei- 
ation  at  Springfield. 

Nancy  Armstrong,  "Jack's"  sistei'.  and  was  one  of  iho  diary's  Grove  friends 
of  Lincoln,  in  speaking  of  tliis  ])ori(i(l  of  lineolirs  life  always  declared 
that  Lincoln's  excessive  applicaiimi  in  his  effort  to  master  surveying  had 
the  same  effect  upon  him,  physically,  as  a  had  s])ree  of  a  couple  of  weeks 
usually  had  on  men,  and  he  hecome  so  hollow-cheeked,  red-eyed  and  fagged 
looking,  generally,  that  his  friends  were  worried,  fearing  a  mental  break- 
down, and  expostulated  with  him  about  it.  TTowever,  in  six  weeks  he 
believed  he  had  mastered  the  subject  sufficiently  to  begin  the  actual  work 
of  surveying  and  presented  himself  to  Calhoun  ready  to  begin  work.  Cal- 
houn assigned  him  to  the  north  end  of  Sangamon  (^oiinty  in  which  he 
lived.  After  Lincoln  took  his  leave,  Calhoun's  sister-in-law  spoke  about 
the  homeliness  of  his  new  deputy  and  his  uncouth  appearance,  to  which 
Calhoun  replied,  "For  all  that  ho  is  no  common  man."  ft  is  said  that 
while  Lincoln  managed  to  buy  or  borrow,  with  the  privilege  of  purchase, 
a  compass,  he  was  unable  to  buy  a  chain  and  that  he  used  a  grape-vine, 
in  place  thereof,  for  a  considerable  time  after  his  appointment.  Tf  true, 
it  "would  not  detract  from  the  correctness  of  his  surveys  for  the  reason 
that  a  grape-vine  would  not  shrink  or  expand  to  any  noticeable  extent, 
and  if  correctly  measured,  in  the  first  instance,  would  do  the  work  of 
the  chain  very  well  and  could  be  rolled  up  and  carried  about  almost  as 
conveniently.  The  first  job  done  by  him  of  which  there  is  any  record, 
■was  in  January,  1834,  for  Eussell  B.  Godbey,  tlio  surveying  of  a  piece  of 
land  for  which  Godbey  paid  him  two  buck  skins.  These  skins  came  in 
handy  and  on  a  visit  to  the  Tiutledge  home  on  Sandridge  soon  afterwards, 
he  stopped  on  the  way  and  had  Hannah  Armstrong  face  them  on  his 
pantaloons  as  a  protection  from  the  bi'iers  and  brush  llirough  which  he 
was  compelled  to  walk  in  making  .surveys,  while  he  rocked  the  cradle  and 
entertained  the  children.     Lincoln's  work  now  took  him  into  various  parts 
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Panaas,  ^iliitots  61933 

July  25,  1967 


Dear  Gerald: 


1  should  be  a  mere  ingrate  were  I  not  aware  of  the  high 
compliment  in  your  last  letter  of  July  20,  in  which  you  refer 
to  me  as  an  "ultimate  authority  on  Lincoln's  surveying."   It 
had  not  occurred  so  to  me;  but,  yes,  I  have  studied  the  subject 
for  three  or  four  years. 

Of  course  the  owner  of  the  Burt  Solar  Compass  will  be  dis- 
giruntled  that  the  authenticity  of  his  compass  is  not  verified; 
but  all  the  facts  at  hand  deny  that  Lincoln  used  it.   Now,  I  am 
leading  to  this: 

There  is  a  senior  in  our  University  of  Illinois  who  is  a 
dedicated  young  man  on  the  subject  of  early  surveys  and  surveyors 
and  also  an  Associate  Member  of  our  Illinois  Registered  Land 
Surveyors.   He  is  so  much  interested  in  the  Lincoln  surveys  that 
1  took  him  and  his  friend,  who  is  equally  interested,  to  Henard 
County  to  show  some  farms  to  them  that  Lincoln  surveyed. 

This  young  man,  Thomas  B.  Berns,  is  on  a  committee  to  locate 
old  surveying  instruments,  and  to  try  to  acquire  them  for  a  future 
percaanent  exhibit  at  the  Association.   Within  a  few  days  I  shall 
tell  him  of  our  correspondence  and  ask  him  to  write  to  you  about 
the  alleged  Lincoln  instrument.   Lets  get  it  out  of  circulation. 

I  feel  that  if  I  offer  to  buy  itwould  seem  trying  to  squelch 
a  compass  that  rivals  the  one  written  about  in  my  book.  Besides, 
1  am  just  too  busy  to  bother. 

This  letter  will  introduce  Mr.  Berns,  when  you  hear  from  him. 
He  will  want  to  know  what  is  the  asking  price  of  the  instrument. 
If  it  is  an  unreasonable  price  he  will  not  be  interested.   1  own  a 
few  antique  instruments  that  were  purchased  at  country  sales  and 
my  only  competitive  bidders  were  junk  dealers,  who  bid  only  the 
value  of  the  brass  and  copper  in  the  instruments.   This  gives  to 
you  the  value  of  old  instriaments. 

The  last  chapter  of  my  book,  12  pages,  will  be  the  exact  copy 
of  18  pages  from  a  well  bound  book  of  the  record  of  Abe's  instrument, 
It  reads  that  Abe  sold  it  to  William  G.  Greene;  Greene  sold  it  to 
Wm.  G.  Spears,  Spears  sold  it  to  John  B.  Gum,  1843,  who  was  then 
Surveyor  of  Menard  Co.;  Gum  sold  it  to  L.  L.  Bean  and  B.  H.  Plunkett 
of  Menard, 

Gum,  Green  (Notary  spelled  with  an  e  or  without),  and  Plunkett 
all  made  Oaths  it  was  the  Lincoln  compass.   Governor  Oglesby  and 
Ex-Governor  and  Senator  Yates  certified  to  (quote)  "...  Green  is  a 
gentleman  of  the  highest  respectability,  and  that  his  statements  are 
entitled  to  the  fullest  credence."   This  was  fall  1865;  many  men 
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were  Living  then  who  knew  the  compass, 

"Greatsodamighty,"  as  Russell  Godbey  said  of  Lincoln's 
studying  of  law,  how  can  your  Michigan  firm  of  attorneys  adduce 
more  evidence  than  that, 

I  am  passing  this  additional  ammunition  to  you,  and  in  all 
sincerity. 

Sincerely, 

Adin 
AB;ml 
cc:  Mr.  Thomas  Berns 


Mr,   Gerald  McMurtry 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  fci/ayne ,  Indiana 


.y  July  28,  1967 


Mr.  Adin  Baber 

Kansas,  Illinois  61933 

Dear  Adin: 

Many  thanks  for  your  letter  of  July  25tii,  I  will 
be  very  glad  to  liear  from  ?'fr,  Tliomas  B,  Benis  who  is  trying 
to  acquire  old  surveying  instruraents. 

We  were  approached  by  a  friendly  lawyer  in  Jackson, 
Michigan  who  lieard  about  Hie  so-called  Lincoln  Burt  Solar 
COTipass«  He  was  just  tr>'ing  to  lielp  us  and  he  did  not  ap- 
proacli  me  directly,  but  one  of  the  executives  of  the  Com- 
pany, The  la\\ryer  would  not  have  made  any  connnission,  even 
if  we  had  purchased  the  conipass  -  whicli  we  are  not,  Tlie 
owner  wants  $1,000  for  it, 

I  really  think  in  this  case  to  avoid  embarrassment, 
we  had  better  let  sleeping  dogs  die. 

Yours  siiicerely. 


R.  Gerald  Mc^furtry 
RQi/cnivr 
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555  Merriam  Court 
Topeka,  Kansas   66611 
May  27,  1968 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46801 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  February  29,  1968,  I  have  had  an  appraisal  made  of 
the  compass  about  which  I  wrote  to  you.   As  a  result  of  the  appraisal,  we  have 
placed  a  value  of  $100.00  on  the  compass  purportedly  used  by  early  pioneers. 

Mrs.  Bellinger  and  I  plan  to  be  in  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  June  10  and  11  and  if 
you  are  interested  in  the  compass,  and  unless  our  plans  are  changed,  we  might 
consider  stopping  in  Fort  Wayne  enroute  home  in  order  that  you  might  have  an 
opportunity  to  inspect  and  decide  if  you  wish  to  purchase  the  compass  for  your 
Lincoln  Museum. 

If  you  are  considering  getting  in  touch  with  the  Curator  of  the  New  Salem  Mu- 
seum to  determine  if  a  smilar  compass  in  fact  is  on  display,  I  trust  that  you 
may  do  so  before  our  possible  meeting  together  either  June  12  or  13,  likely  in 
early  p.m.   Possibly  the  curator  of  the  New  Salem  Museum  could  furnish  a  photo- 
graph to  you  of  the  compass  by  June  12,  if  one  is  on  exhibit  as  I  believe  it  to 
be. 

We  will  be  traveling  in  Indiana  on  Highway  69  and  if  you  are  interested  in  in- 
specting the  compass,  it  would  be  helpful  if  we  were  advised  where  and  how  we 
might  reach  you.   You  also  may  wish  to  advise  us  how  to  reach  you  by  telephone. 

We  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  I  cannot  vouch  that  this  is  an  exact 
duplicate  of  the  compass  housed  in  the  Smithsonian  Institute  or  the  one  I  believe 
I  recall  seeing  at  New  Salem. 

We  will  be  leaving  Topeka  June  4  so  if  we  could  hear  from  you  by  return  mail,  it 
would  aid  us  greatly  in  planning  our  return  trip. 

Yours  sincerely. 


ai^^¥ 


Willard  R.  Bellinger,  DfD.S, 
555  Merriam  Court 
Topeka,  Kansas   66611 


^e^. 


cdj\^ 


May  29,  1968 


Willard  R.  Bellinger,  D.  D.  S. 
555  Morriam  Court 
Topeka,  Kansas  66611 

Dear  Dr.  Bellinger: 

I  was  glad  to  have  your  letter  of  f-lay  27th  regarding  the  com- 
pass. Unfortunately,  I  will  be  on  ray  vacation  in  Tennessee 
at  the  time  you  plan  to  visit  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  I  will 
not  return  to  my  office  until  June  25th, 

r  do  hope  tliat  you  will  give  me  soine  time  to  do  a  little  re- 
search on  the  matter.  If  I  find  that  your  cofq)ass  is  identical 
to  the  one  in  New  Salem,  I  will  wish  to  purchase  it  for  $100, 

Perhaps  you  could  mail  it  to  liie  at  our  exjiense  at  a  later 
date  this  summer,  I  will  inBuediately  contact  the  Illinois 
State  Historical  Society  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  for  photo- 
graphs, measurements,  and  description  of  the  conqjass  in  the 
New  Salem  !>feiseum. 

I  will  let  you  know  what  information  I  can  get  together  as 
soon  as  pobbible  (after  your  return  to  Topeka), 

Yours  sincerely. 


R,  Gerald  McMurtry 
ROVcmvr 
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May  29,  1968 


Mr.  James  T.  ilickey 
Pine  Lodge  Farra 

P,  0,  Box  55 

Ellchart,  Illinois     62634 

Dear  Jim: 

A  dentist  in  Topel^ca^  Kansas,  has  offered  to  sell  the  Founda- 
tion a  surveying  ccMpass  (he  believes  it  to  be  identical  with 
<»he  one  in  the  New  Salem  >4iseuin)  for  $100, 

Vfy  problem  is  to  find  out  more  details  about  the  Lincoln  com- 
pass at  New  Salera.  Is  it  possible  to  get  photogaaphs  (at  our 
expense)  and  a  description  as  to  n^asurements,  narks,  and 
other  details  about  the  con^ass. 

I  know  you  are  very  busy  and  I  hate  to  bother  you  with  this 
problem.  Perhaps  you  can  assign  the  task  to  someone  else. 

I  have  not  received  your  invoice  for  tJie  appraisal  fee. 

Yours  sincerely. 


R,  Gerald  McMurtry 
RGI/cowT 
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June  24,  1968 


Willard  R.  Bellinger,  D,  D.  S. 
555  Merriam  Court 
Topeka,  Kanaas  66611 

Dear  Dr.  Bellinger: 

I  liave  secured  a  photograph  of  tlie  A,  Lincoln  com- 
pass which  is  in  the  New  Salem,  Illinois  Museum,  I  enclose 
a  copy.  It  bears  tlie  following  identification: 

Rittenfiaise  Instrument 

Was  your  compass  made  by  Rittenhouse?  Do  you  have  the  pole 
on  whicji  it  was  mounted?  I  do  not  believe  you  have  the  chain 
as  it  was  not  mentioned  in  your  letter. 

If  you  believe  that  your  ccmipass  is  identical  to 
the  one  used  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  will  you  please  send  it  to 
me  on  approval  at  our  ex{>ense?  I  will  pay  all  shipping  charges. 
After  examining  the  comjiass,  I  will  send  you  a  check  for  $100 
if  I  decide  to  take  it.  Of  course,  if  it  is  identical  to  the 
Lincoln  comi)ass,  there  will  be  no  question  about  my  acceptance 
of  it. 

Yours  sincerely g 


R,  Gerald  Mc^iirtry 


RGM/cmvr 


555  Merriam  Court 
Topeka,  Kansas 
July  10,  1968 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana   46801 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

On  our  return  home  from  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  we  stopped  off  in  Springfield, 
Illinois  and  while  there  we  again  visited  New  Salem  Village.   Since  I  had 
my  camera  with  me,  I  took  a  picture  of  the  "Lincoln"  compass  displayed  at 
the  New  Salem  Museum. 

I  am  enclosing  the  print  of  the  "Lincoln"  compass  and  the  print  I  earlier 
sent  to  you  of  our  brass  compass.   You  will  note  some  slight  differences 
in  the  two  compasses,  however,  there  is  much  similarity  between  the  two. 
Our  compass  has  the  following  inscription  on  the  face  of  the  compass 
"B.  Stancliffe  Maker  Philad  .  ".   We  do  not  have  the  pole  or  chain.   Our 
compass  has  the  brass  cover  for  the  face  and  the  compass  is  in  the  original 
wooden  case  which  I  think  will  add  a  great  deal  in  displaying  the  instrument 

If  after  examining  the  two  prints,  you  wish  to  examine  our  compass,  we  shall 
send  it  to  you  as  per  your  instructions.   I  believe  shipping  by  air  express 
would  be  the  most  desirable  method  of  shipment.   It  is  understood  that  you 
will  pay  all  shipping  charges  to  Fort  Wayne  and  for  its  return  to  Topeka  in 
case  you  decide  not  to  keep  it.   Perhaps  we  should  have  a  more  complete 
shipping  address. 

We  shall  appreciate  the  return  of  the  two  prints. 

Yours  sincerely, 


Willard  R. Bellinger,  D.D^S. 

555  Merriam  Court 

Topeka,  Kansas    66611        . 
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^ansas,  (3)IlmoiB  61933 

July   15,    1968 

Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Gerald: 

For  your  information  I  looked  up  about  Stancliffe,  and 
first  was  impulsed  to  telephone  you  but  thought  better  that 
you  have  all  that  Mr.  Smart  of  Gurleys  found  out.   I  quote: 

Benjamin  Stancliffe  (1782-1834) 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia  Directories 
I8l7,  Stancliffe,  Benjamin,  optician,  philosophical  and 
mathematical  instrument  maker,  14  Walnut 

There  are  no  1832  or  1834  Philadelphia  directories 
1833,  Stancliffe,  Benjamin,  Optical,  philosophical  and 
mathematical  instrument  maker  118  S.  Front 

He  died  September  7,  1834,  aged  32 

There  is  privately  owned  in  Schenectady,  New  York  a 
Surveyor's  Vernier  Compass  engraved 

B  Stancliffe  Philad  e 
Warranted 
It  has  no  sights.   It  is  15-1/4"  overall,  5-5/8  needle" 

Ben  must  have  taken  in  a  partner,  for  directory 

"Stancliff  &  Draper  (1830-1834) 
Benjamin  Stancliffe  (1782-1834) 
Edmund  Draper  (1805-1834) 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

The  Franklin  Institute  in  Philadelphia  has  Stancliffe  & 
Draper  16"  Y  Level. 

In  1874  Gurley  serviced  a  17"  Y  Level  made  by  Stancliffe 
6c  Draper.   It  was  the  property  of  the  NYC  &  HRR  in  Albany. 
(Here  repiticious) 

Benjamin  Stancliffe  is  first  listed  in  the  Philadelphia 
directory  of  1817  as  an  optician,  philosophical,  and  mathematical 
instrument  maker  at  14  Walnut.   He  is  last  listed  in  1833  as  a 
mathematical  and  optical  instrument  maker  at  118  S.  Front,   There 
is  no  1834  Philadelphia  directory.   He  is  not  listed  in  the  1836 
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directory," 

Of  course  not,  he  was  deceased.   To  quote  more: 

"Edmund  Draper  was  born  in  Philadelphia  in  1805  and  is 
first  listed  as  an  instriiment  manufacturer  in  1833  at  80  S.  3rd. 

Stancliffe  &  Draper  are  not  listed  in  any  Philadelphia 
directory  as  partners. 

It  is  therefore  assumed  that  they  may  have  been  in  partner^ 
ship  between  1830  and  1833."  End  of  quotes. 

Gerald:  You  learn  from  this  that  this  Stancliffe  and 
also  he  and  his  partner  were  making  compasses  exactly  when  Abe 
was  surveying. 

Therefore,  the  instrtiment  offered  to  you  for  sale  was 
exactly  of  Lincoln's  time  and  not  after  1834. 

In  my  opinion  it  is  a  rare  instrument  and  should  be  a 
valuable  antique  relic. 

I  have  a  happy  thought  -  full  of  them  -  you  obtain  it 
to  lend  to  our  Surveyor's  Museum  if  we  ever  have  one.   I 
propose  to  donate  all  my  instruments  to  it,  including  a  22" 
Gurley  Y  Level  of  1890,  used  by  me  since  1913. 

Happily, 

Adin 
AB:ml 


^rra    <Zobt 
217 
918-3723 


Pansas,  ^Jllmois   6193  3 

July  15,  1968 


Dear  Gerald: 

This  is  only  a  social  letter.   I,  after  getting  off  about 
Benjamin  Stancliffe,  sat  here  and  cogitated.   What  became  of 
all  those  old  surveying  compasses?  As  you  and  I  know,  as  the 
settlers  crowded  into  the  West  the  surveyors  tried  to  set  off 
the  sections  from  East  Ohio  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.   There  were 
hundreds  of  land  surveyors  and,  of  course,  hundreds  of  compasses. 

Then,  where  are  the  Gunter's  Chains?  A  Gunter's  chain  is 
legally  four  rods  or  66  feet  long  but  the  manuals  directed  that 
only  a  two-rod  chain  be  used  in  Illinois,  because  of  the  tall 
prairie  grass  (andropogen  furcatus)  (Haw,  you  did  not  know  that 
I  dabble  at  botany)   I  have  been  told  that  when  the  county  of 
(Edgar)  in  Illinois  was  surveyed  a  horseback  rider  rode  ahead 
to  trample  down  the  grass  so  the  front  chain  carrier  could  drag 
through. 

Abe's  chain  is  so  well  worn  that  it  is  hardly  usable. 
When  I  demonstrated  for  the  picture  takers  of  Southern  University 
of  California  I  used  Abe's  perfect  compass  and  my  own  Gunter's 
chain,  pins,  flag  staff,  and  range  poles. 

Here  is  something  I  do  not  know.   Present  flag  or  range 
poles  are  painted  alternately  red  and  white  in  one  foot  intervals. 
Such  poles  may  be  often  used  to  measure  a  short  distance  of  feet. 
Question:   did  Abe's  and  other  surveyors  range  poles  be  painted 
in  links  (7.92  inches),  or  just  plain  hickory  saplings  with  a  red 
bandana  handkerchief  attached  to  it  as  a  flag? 

Surveying  instruments  have  gone  modern.   A  laser  beam  now 
measures  7  miles  in  daylight  and  12  miles  at  night.   There  is  an 
instrument  to  look  across  a  street  and  obtain  the  distance  with- 
out int erf erring  with  traffic. 

It  is  difficult  to  live  in  this  jet  age  -  the  mortality 
tables  give  me  12  more  years  -  I  am  75  and 


Happily  yours. 


Adin 


AB:ml 

Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


J.   D.  SUTTELFi- BOOKS  ^^1^^^^ 
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1012  Chestnut  Street 

BIRMINGHAM,    AI-ABAMA   -    35216 
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PHONE  822-^777 

AREA  Code  208 


MRS.  J.  D.  SUTTER 
OWNER 


Mr.    a era Id   McMurtBy 

The    Lincoln    i4ational    Life   FoundAtion 

Fort    '.jayne,    Ind . 

Dear    i*dr   M  cMur  try, 

I   am  enclosing   two   photostat   pages      I   had    of  tvjo  pages 
of   the  Mason  County  Plat   Book.    One  as    you   see  has    less   drawing  and 
figures,    and    the    other   more.    These    will   give    you  an   idea    of   what   the 
Plat    Book   is    really   like. 

V'/e    compared   these  and    other  pages    with  a   page-photostat- 
from  a   Lincoln  Survey   sent  us. 


Sincerely   yours , 


0".D.   Sutyter- Books 


Sept.    19,1968. 


^ouinem   and   (confederate   uSooKd,    ivjapd   and  f^nnii   aSou-ant  and  -^old 


CW 


J.    D.   SUTTEIFI- BOOKS 

101 2  Chestnut  Street 
BIRMINGHAM,    AI-ABAMA    -    3S2ie 

PHONE   B22-4777  MRS.    J.    D.    SUTTER 

Arba  Code  20S  OWNER 


Mr.    R,    (ierald   McWurtry 

The    Lincoln   Ivl&tional   Life   Foundation 

Fort    /i/ayno,    Ind. 

Dear   Mr.    iV. cVurtry: 

PlGiise   forgive   the    delay   in  answering   your    letter 
of  :  apt.    23,1966.1    have    just   returneci    home   from  a   trip   to   me   sister's,    home 
in    Louisiana,      ohe    has    been    critically    ill   and    I    was    called    to    come 
t  i  le  r  e  . 

I    vjould    be    glad    for   you   to   sho.v   the    photostat    copies    of 
pages   of   I/.ason   Co.    ^^lat   Book   to   the   Lincoln  authority  and    yvould    be   glad   to 
know  his    judgment. 


oincerely   yours, 

th.^  .^&-  /'^--^ 

J.L.    Sutt«r-Books . 


Oct. 14, 1968. 


J^ouinern   and    L^on^ederate    llSoohi,     rlfjaad   and  f^rinb   (Dougkt   and  J^old 


PJrtttr,   Bpcrializmg  in  JJanfca-^incnlrtuma  anb  relatib  Ipelortcal  subjects 


1    THIS  Si  DE  OF  CARD  IS  FO 


3Rm.  a:«i. 

217 
948-3723 


Pansas,  (3IIlmois   61933 

Oct,  21  ,163 

The  Abraham  Lincoln  Foundatio, 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind« 

Dear  Gerald: 

I  answering  yours  of  Oct,  15  regret  to  have  to      --  " 
admit  that  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  Surveyor 
Abe's  chirography  to  be  able  to  detect  whel^er  he  did  or  did  not 
make  the  maps  of  T  21  n,  R  6  W  and  T  19  N,  R  9  W  of  the  3rd     - ^  --• 
P.M.  - 

I  shall  discuss  the  subject:  On  the  yes  side,  these  two  I^son 
Co,  townships  were  originally  in  Sangaman  Co.  and,  as  you  know, 
Abe  was  appointed  to  be  Deputy  Surveyor  of  the  northwest  part 
of  that  county. 

The  T  21  N,  R  6  W  was  diectly  north  of  much  of  his  survey 
work,  altho  12  miles  north  of  the  Russell  Goribey  survey  it  was   -  f> 
a  short  horseback  ride.  I  assume  the  shaded  area  to  be  a  prairie 
grove  because  the  other  two  and  smaller  shaded  ares  are  marked, 
"Pond,"  Incidentally  the  d*s  do  not  have  the  usual  up  and  back  --""   ♦- 
flare  that  Abe  put  onto  his  end  d*s. 

Another  assumption  is  that  either  the  township  was  still    -•* 
unsettled  or  that  the  Surveyor  was  interested  in  only  the  Ej 
of  the  NWi  of  Section  12, 

I  pause  here  to  note  that  the  2  of  the  12  and  the  other 
figures  2  have  flat  base  lienes,  viz:  2L  Abe's  2's  usually  have 
up-curved  bottoms,  viz:  Qj 

But  again,  the  N  of 'N21  is  made  the  way  Abe  made  N^s.  The   -vv^r^v^.^. 
W  of  6W  has  the  heav^^  west  legs  or  arms  as  Abe  usually  printed 
them,  on  the  down  stroke,  I  presiime.  •  ' 

Abe  did  not  use  the  surveyors  printing  that  later  came  into 
use;  nor  did  the  original  land  surveyors,  .They  all  wrote  script,  , 
much  of  it  illegible,  except  to  a  land  surveyor.  No  punctuaiiwnTiOns 
nor  capitals  were  used.  For  example  "Pond"  in  Sees.  30-31  and 
the  NEi  Sec,  25. 


*  * 

* 

N, 

R 

9  W 

for 

examination. 

,  There 

are 

the 

lined  W; 

also 

1  note 

the 

W 

of  the 

SEi 

Sec 

Now,  I  take  up  T  19 
same  N  and  W  with  heavy 
and  the  NWJj  Sec  7. 

The  script  of  the Tord^^" timber"  gives  me  a  start.  That  is 
almost  exactly  the  way  that  Abe  wrote  the  word,  timber,  on  the 
originals  I  ahve  seen. 

That  reminds  me:  many  of  the  photo-copies  of  his  surveys     ^^ 
are  from  possibly  county  clerks*  copies  of  his  plats,  and  the 
notes  are  in  the  handwrings  of  the  clerks. 

I  am  able  to  tell  you  that  others  wrote  on  Abe's  works,  I 
have  the  yellowed  parchment  of  the  original  plat  of  Petersburgk^. 
It  is  in  agreement  w  ith  my  photo-copy  of  the  plat  filed  at  the 
Sangamon  C,  C,H,  Abe  must  have  amde  two  copies,  one  for  the  clerk 
and  one  for  the  propriators.  My  copy  has  names  written  in  the  lots 
by  other  hands  than  Abe's, 

Summing:  I  think  that  Abe  has  had  something  to  do  with  these  •• 
two  maps.  If  the  lady  doesn^  ask  outrageous  prices  perhaps  you 
should  own  them  for  future  study...   Respectfully  submitted^  ^, 

Adin  Baber  ^_yj7CA^n-\ 


October  21,  1968 


Mr,  Adin  Baber 
Kansas,  Illinois  61933 

Bear  Adin: 

Many  thanks  for  your  letter  of  October  21th  and  the 
return  of  the  two  plats  from  the  ^^on  County  Plat 
Book. 

I  have  read  your  oxanents  vdth  a  great  deal  of  in- 
terest. I  era  glad  that  you  think  there  is  a  pos- 
sibility that  LiBCOln  had  scaaething  to  do  vdth  the 
two  surveys. 

I  will  now  negotiate  with  the  lady  book  dealer,  ind 
hopes that  I  can  purchase  the  items  at  a  fair  price. 

It  was  good  to  hear  fron  you  and  raany  thakks  for 
the  pro«5)t  reply. 

Yours  sincerely. 


R,  Gerald  NfcMurtry 
RQ^l/cnvr 


October  21,  1968 


Mrs,  J.  D.  Sutter 
1012  Chestnut  Street 
Bixnlnjjliam,  Alabama  35216 

Dear  Mrs,  Sutter: 

I  enclose  a  Xerox  cq>y  of  a  letter  from 
Adin  Baber  the  authority  on  Lincoln,  the  Surveyor, 
I  think  you  will  be  interested  in  his  comnents, 
especially  statement  "I  think  Abe  has  had  something 
to  do  with  these  two  maps," 

Vftiat  do  you  plan  to  do  with  the  Mason 
CoiBity  Plat  Book?  Is  it  for  sale?  FJow  much  are 
you  asking  for  it? 

Yours  sincerely. 


R,  Gerald  Mdkirtry 


RGM/camrr 
Enclosures 


DAYTON  LEISURE  from  the  DAYTON  DAILY  NEWS 


February  7,  1971, 


Abraham  Lincoln  ^s  Lost  Town 

Albany,  111.,  Laid  Out  by  Abe  in  1836,  Never  Materialized 


By  LLOYD  OSTENDORF 

If  you  iravel  Ihrough  the  "Land  of 
Lincoln"  loday  and  tour  tiie  vicinity 
abjve  Spi-ingfi(.'Id,  and  New  Salem.,  111., 
you  could  drive  right  through  the  "town" 
of  Albary,  and  never  know  that  you  had 
been  there.  Not  a  house  stands  today  on 
the  site  of  the  "lost  lown,"  once  surveyed 
and  platted  by  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1S36. 

American  history  reminded  u.s  that 
Georpe  Washington  was  a  surveyor,  and 
thai  Thomas  Jefferson  was  trained  as  a 
surveyor  and  helped  design  the  American 
Rectangular  Land  Surveying  system. 
Often  overlooked  is  the  fact  that  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  worked  as  a  surveyor  in 
Illinois  from  1S33  to  1S36. 

In  1970  an  old  stone  house  on  the 
original  town  site  of  Aiban  ywas  bull- 
dozed down  and  the  stones  pushed  back 
inio  the  banks  of  Salt  Creek  near  the 
area  from  which  the  stones  were  once 
quarried  over  a  century  ago.  So  ended 
the  existence  of  the  first,  last,  and  only 
house  in  Albany.  HI. 

OKGINALLY,  the  Albany  survey  was 
filed  by  Abe  Lincoln  on  June  21,  1836,  for 
a  town  with  a  public  square,  and  seven 
ciiy  blocks,  each  containing  eight  lots. 
The  townsile  is  situated  about  three 
miles  west  of  Lincoln,  a  town  later  in 
1S53  named  for  Mr.  Lincoln.  On  a  well 
traveled  road  from  Middletown  to  Post- 
ville  and  Lincoln,  the  Albany  site  was 
laid  out  near  the  shallow  crossing  place 
at  Ricky  Ford  on  Salt  creek.  Despite  the 
fact  that  the  proposed  town  got  oft  to  a 
good  Stan  —  all  the  lots  were  sold  —  the 
town  never  materialized. 

Naturally,  not  much  can  be  said  about 
a  town  that  never  really  "happened"  or 
existed  long  enough  to  become  a  ghost 
town.  But  what  can  be  said  is  that  along 
ab:>ut  the  late  llHO's  or  early  50's,  in 
anticipation  of  a  railroad  line  to  be  run 
ihroui;h  the  area,  a  stone  structure  was 
built  there.  It  was  to  serve  as  a  stage- 
coach stop,  and  eventually,  to  become  a 
depot  for  the  railroad.  Surface  limestone 
from  Salt  creek  was  used  in  its  durable 
construction.  But  the  building,  like  the 
town,  nc\er  really  fulfilled  its  intended 
fuiiciijr.  The  railroad  line  bypassed  the 
ana  and  Iliu  "depot"  was  fiirgimen.  The 
place  coniinuicd  to  be  u.sed  as  a  wayside 
si()|i  tor  traveliM's  l>y  wa;:on  or  slai;e,  and 
l.iu  r  -.iiA(\i  a.'i  a  nii.il  residence.  And 
iviv.  iii:,^-  ;!;.:;iin  11  l^  jii^i  .ill  iipvii  I'xpanse 
ini  iliu  praii  K-  iu>i  a.s  Abe  luunil  it  lonj^ 
.;u". 

ITIi.Ki;     IJOI.S    t'M^I     .ilKHll    311  .MirM.-\s 

if     v.iiiili     ue     iKuc  records    made   by 

sui\i'\  ir  l.iiu  iihi.  .ii'u  ;i  Ivw  lowils  w  hi*  h 

Ik     iil.iliLiJ    lliai    li.i\i,'  faird  nuKli  lu-lliT 
111, .11  .\li),iil>  . 

!  \c-n  llvmuh  sui  \«.-_\  ill:;  rccoi  (Is  uf  llli- 
i.iii'C  ii'iiiiii'-s  arc  incdniplvU'.  1  iiuulii'.s 
t.i.uv.ii  su;  \\os  iiK-Uitle  the  upper  Missis- 
^.p;ii  riMT  uiw  11  (if  Nl\^  lidsuiii.  m.ide  in 
IS.;;.  I'wo  Nc.iis  l.iuT  .\bc  I. lid  (Hit  die 
iii\Mis  1)1  i'Lieisbiirg.  and  Uatli.  both 
ihriviiig  today.  The  towns  of  Albany  and 
Huron  sur\eyed  that  same  year  never 
made   it.   From   scattered  sources  which 
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have  been  compiled,  other  Lincohi  sur- 
veys include:  three  roads,  three  school 
sections,  and  a  dozen  pieces  of  farmlands 
ranging  from  plots  of  four  acres  to  160 
acre  farms.  And  these  are  believed  to  be 
but  a  small  percentage  of  the  surveys 
Lincoln  may  have  macie. 

Mr.  Lincoln  was  considered  a  capable 
ar.d  accurate  surveyor.  He  was  a  good 
mathematician  and  fine  draftsman  in  his 
work.  Yet,  Honest  .\be  is  known  to  have 
deliberately  falsified  one  survey  record! 
On  one  occasion  he  purposely  "skewed 
the  line."  It  happened  at  the  time  he  first 
platted  the  lown  of  Petersburg  in  1836. 
(Petersburg  became  the  county  seat  of 
later  established  Menard  county.)  It  all 
came  to  light  some  20  or  30  years 
afterwards  that  the  property  owners 
along  one  of  the  outlying  streets  had 
trouble  fixing  their  boundaries.  They 
consulted  the  official  plat  and  got  no 
relief. 

A  committee  was  sent  to  Springfield  to 
consult  the  distinguished  surveyor  but  he 
failed  to  recall  anything  that  would  give 
them  aid,  and  could  only  refer  them  to 
the  record.  The  dispute  finally  went  into 
th  courts. 

WHILE  THE  TRIAL  was  pending,  an 
old  Iri.shman  named  McGuire,  who  had 
worked  for  some  fanner  during  the 
summer,  returned  to  town  for  Uie  writer. 
The  case  being  mentioned  in  his  pres- 
ence, he  promptly  said;  "I  can  tell  you 
all  about  it.  I  helped  carry  the  chain 
when  .Abe  Lincoln  laid  out  this  town. 
Over  there  where  they  are  quarreling 
alMut  the  lines,  when  he  was  locating  the 
street  he  straightened  up  from  his  instru- 
ment and  said;  "If  I  run  that  street  right 
through,  it  cut  three  or  four  feet  off  the 

end  of  's  house.  It's  jill  he's  got  in 

the  world  and  he  never  could  get  another. 
1  reckon  it  won't  hurt  anything  out  here 
if  I  skew  the  line  a  little  and  miss  him." 

A  recent  visit  io  the  town  site  of  Al- 
bany  found  the   land   along  Salt  creek 


Young  Abe  Lincoln  oiive  surveyed  Illhiols  farm,  town  sitai. 


high  in  weeds  and  an  interview  with  ihe 
last  occupants  of  I'irn-down  hou.^e  turned 
up  the  photograph  of  the  home  taken 
before  it  ic/as  razed. 


Only  )ion.-!c  fcn-  built  in  Albany  n'<i.!  jcKt/  nci  ntli/. 
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Howard  Loveless  and  his  family  enjoy 
antiques  and  their  modest  new  home  is 
full  of  old  things.  Loveless,  a  carpenter 
by  trade,  saved  an  old  wooden  pump 
from  his  Albany  home  property.  It  once 
stood  where  the  metal  pump  is  situated 
in  the  photograph,  having  replaced  the 
old  wooden  pump  from  pioneer  days. 

WHEN  LAWYER  Lincoln  traveled 
through  the  area  in  mailing  his  rounds 
on  the  Eighth  Judicial  circuit  il  'S  ea-.y 
to  ima;;iii';  he  may  havf  stopped  bv  liii' 
old  house  and  eninyed  a  drini:  of  "..U'  r 
from  die  ltd  wfvjlcii  pump  wliicli  ^ti.'^.l 
in  llu-  1(1111  \;.iil.  Mr  I  (i\  fk- .  <  l.iii  ■- 
ilio  (ilii  iiniisc  w:i'.  [II  .1  111  '■  11  -i''  iv  ^'  1  ■ 
exi  ep(  lO  vcrlii.il  liuiiid  all:.. 'i  m  I'l  ;li' 
front  v.ail  on  wluli  ilir  dC' i.  '  <ri-\  i' ■■ 
v\";i.s  pUu  c(l. 

So  II  .I'ls  ill;.;  iJie  t(-v.ns  ;.nd  ml  ,i 
.suiAcvs  .lilowi'd  \(niri,L;  -M"  1  iin  nlii  l" 
bi(i;iili.n  his  iduialiull,  Ins  iuii  i/mi-.  ■■t^d 
(Mill  a  (.111  In  111,'  I..  Ini.'  Ill-  v.i  111  mill  il.. 
pi;ii  lice  ill  l.iw.  II  liKiiii  llilli  I'll"  ' 
kliriwil  111  lili.-  (iL-iipU- o-.;^iiii  Hi  111  111"  I 
in  Nrw  S:ililli  and  S;iiii'.:iiiiili  ■  iiiiiilx 

.Mun;.;  Willi  Ilii  -.ill  vr\  il  ■_■  iii-:iiiiiii  111- 
;iiid  and  giin.iis  iIkuii.  hi-  .  ;ii'i-u-l  lii- 
iliaiiii.  wil.  .111(1  111  ;iliilil\  aiiiiiiiil  lli' 
lOiinirs.ii.lc,  iiii'Liin;;  aid  i.-ill.ini;  "i!" 
ilie  peopli?.  Laler.  iii;in;-  of  ih-.-r,  wni'ld 
vote  for  Jiim  when  ho  enleretl  into  l:is 
better-known  Irfe  in  the  public  .service. 
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AERIAL  PHOTOGRAPHY 
Civil-  ENGINEERING 
LAND  SURVEYS 
LANO  PLANNING 
MAPPING 
SUBDIVISIONS 


2406    EAST    UNIVERSITY    AVENUE 

URQANA.    ILLINOIS      61601 

PHONE:       217-328-3434 

RES:      217-344-5S44 


Charles  S.  danner 

Consulting  Engineer 

February  15,  1972 

Mrs.  Lola  Layman 
c/o  Mr.  Jim  Simpson 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
P.  0.  Box  3861 
Portland,  Oregon  97208 

Dear  Mrs.  Layman: 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a  xerox  copy  of  the  legal  opinion  set 
forth  hy  A.  Lincoln  on  a  matter  of  surveying  law  in  January  of 
1859  along  with  a  copy  of  the  plat  which  accompanied  the  report  by 
Mr.  Z.  A.  Enos. 

Also  enclosed  is  a  small  collection  of  data  which  I  v;as  able 
to  collect  quickly  for  you.   I  have  other  data,  but  am  hesitant  to 
send  it  through  the  mail.   The  enclosures  include : 1 )  "The  Beginning 
of  Illinois  Surveys"  by  Ladislav  Matousek,  a  very  scholarly  work 
which  has  pumped  new  life  into  research  of  this  information.   This 
new  life  recently  uncovered  the  original  field  notes  for  the 
project  covered  which  substantiate  Mr.  Matousek 's  theories;  2) 
Data  on  Lincoln  the  Surveyor  by  Mr.  Adin  Baber,  the  world's 
foremost  authority  on  Lincoln  as  a  surveyor.   His  book,  A.  Lincoln 
With  Compass  and  Chain  is  already  a  collector's  item;  3)  Photographs 
(of  poor  quality)  of  Lincoln  survey  data;  4)  Various  papers  and 
texts  which  deal  with  the  subject  of  surveying  history. 

If  you  wish  to  pursue  the  course  of  survey  history,  I  suggest 
you  contact  the  following  as  they  are  indisputable  authorities  on 
various  phases  of  survey  history:  A)  Mr.  Adin  Baber.  Kansas,  Illinois, 
61933,  on  the  subject  of  Lincoln's  survey  career;  B)  Mr.  William 
Pattison'who  wrc ^e  "Beginnings  of  the  American  Rectangular  Land 
Survey  System  1784-1800,  present  address  unknown  for  details  on  the 
subject  of  his  most  excellent  book;  C)  Dr.  Wayne  C.  Temple,  Archivis", 
State  Record  Section,  Illinois  State  Archives,  Springfield,  Illinois, 
on  the  subject  of  Archival  Records,  Government  Contracts,  and  A. 
Lincoln  in  general;  D)  Mr.  Ladislav  Matousek,  2516  South  Ridgeway 
Ave.,  Chicago,  Illinois  6o623,  on  the  subject  of  Early  History  of 
Illinois  Surveys;  E)  Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry  of  Lincoln  National  Life 
Insurance  Company,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  concerning  Abraham  Lincoln 
in  general. 
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If  you  have  any  further  questions  or  if  you  need  additional 
assistance,  please  feel  free  to  call  on  me  at  any  time.   I  will  do 
my  best  to  help  you  or  send  you  to  the  appropriate  source.   I 
only  ask  that  you  send  copies  of  your  finished  work  to  those  that 
help  you.   In  this  way,  we  will  all  be  the  richer  for  our  efforts. 


Very  truly  yours, 


Thomas  B.  Berns 


TBB : da 


Wayne  C.  Temple     IG-^^S"^"?  (S 
Ladislav  Matousek   ^^ 


o«-o, 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


H>v  C3 
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Illinois  Professional 
Land  Surveyors  Association 


Our  74th  Year 


2002  OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 

Daniel  H,  Stein 
1980  Blueberry  Lane 
Aurora,  IL    60506 
Phone  (630)  897-4651 

PRESIDENT  ELECT 

Arthur  Wolfinbarger 
1218  North  Griffin  Street 
Danville,  IL   61832 
Phone  (217)446-3170 

SECRETARY-TREASURER 

shown  R.  VanKampen 
1 205  West  Downer  Place 
Aurora,  IL    60506 
Phone  (815)  756-2189 

DIRECTORS 

More  J.  Anderson 
821  Durkin  Drive 
Springheld,  IL   62704 
Phone(217|  787-2118 

Jonnes  A.  Beotty 
932  Royal  Glen  Lane 
Carol  Sireann,  IL   60188 
Phone  (630)  665-0001 

James  W.  Honkins 
6838  East  Slate  Street  #303 
Rockford,  IL   61108-2687 
Phone  (815)  398-2332 

Lee  Koehler 
1707  East  Indiana 
Whealon,  IL   60187 
Phone  (630)  250-9595 

PAST  PRESIDENT 

Mark  S,  Stimoc 
1  204  Jane  Avenue 
Noperville,  IL   60540 
Phone  (630)  964-5656 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

Robert  E   Church 

203  South  Walnut  Street 

PO.  Box  588 

Rochester,  IL   62563 

Phone  (217)  498-8102 
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May  13,2002 


Ms.  Carolyn  Texley 
Director  of  Collections 
Lincoln  Museum  at  Fort  Wayne 
200  E.  Berry  Street 
Fort  Wayne,  IN  46802 

RE:  LINCOLN  SURVEY  STATUE  PROJRECT 

Dear  Director  Texley, 

I  want  to  inform  you  on  an  ambitious  project  that  IPLSA  has  undertaken  to  honor  a  little 
known  aspect  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  life. 

Enclosed  please  find  copies  of  a  brochure  that  explains  the  project  and  how  people  can 
get  involved.  One  of  the  items  included  in  the  $3000  Gold  Compass  Donor,  that  can  also 
be  purchased  separately,  is  the  Adin  Baber  hook  A.  Lincoln  With  Compass  and  Chain. 
The  book  has  been  out  of  print  for  many  years.  IPLSA  has  been  given  the  copyright  to 
the  book  by  Mr.  Baber's  daughter,  Nancy  Baber  McNeill.  We  will  be  re-publishmg  it 
with  some  updated  material. 

One  of  the  updates  that  I  would  like  to  include  is  a  photograph  of  each  of  Lincoln's 
survey  plats.  I  understand  that  you  may  have  some  of  the  plats  in  your  collection.  I 
would  like  to  get  a  black  and  white  photograph  or  whatever  type  of  photo  you  think  will 
print  best. 


Listed  below  are  the  plats  included  in  the  Baber  book: 

Reason  Shipley  Survey,  January  6,  1834 

Russell  Godbey  Survey,  January  14,  1834 

Jessie  Gum  Survey,  March  3,  1834 

School  Section  Survey,  February  13-14,  1834 

Wet  School  Section,  June  15,  1835* 

School  Section  16  Survey,  May  10,  1836 

Mustek  Ferry  Road  Survey,  February  25,  1834 

Sangamotown  to  Athens  Road  Relocation  Survey,  1 834? 

David  Hart  Survey,  November  1 834 

William  McNeely  Survey,  Section  30,  March  10,  1835 

William  McNeely  Survey,  Section  21,  March  10,  1835 

Archibald  Kincaid  Survey,  March  24,  1835 

Miscellaneous  Surveys,  Section  20,  29,  30 

Cyrus  Kirby  Survey,  date  ? 

The  Gaddie  Surveys,  date  ? 

The  George  Davis  Survey,  date  ? 
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John  K.  Kincaid  Surveys,  Section  23  &  28,March  24,  1835 

William  Green  Survey,  September  24,  1835 

Chandler-Plaster  Survey,  spring  1836 

Alvin  Rmg  Surveys,  Section  30  &  31,  November  16-17,  1836 

Plat  for  the  Town  of  New  Boston,  September  30  -  November  30,  1834 

Plat  of  Petersburg,  February  17,  1836 

Bennett's  Addition  to  the  Town  of  Petersburg,  June  6,  1837 

Town  of  Huron,  May  21,1836 

Watkm's  Mill  Road  Survey,  June  2,  1836 

Map  of  Albany,  IL  Survey,  June  16,  1836 

Survey  of  Bath,  IL  November  1,  1836 

If  you  are  aware  of  any  other  Lincoln  items  that  would  pertain  to  his  surveying  career  that 
I  should  include  m  the  book  please  let  me  know. 

Thank  you  m  advance  for  your  help. 

Best  Regards, 

ILLINOIS  PROFESSIONAL  LAND 
SURVEYORS  ASSOCIATION 
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Robert  E.  Church 
Executive  Director 
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Illinois  Professional 
Land  Surveyors  Association 

invites  your  participation 


Thank  you  for  your 
donation  to 

Lincofn  Survetjor 
Statue  Project 


Illinois  Professional 
Land  Surveyors  Association 


Thank  you  for  your 
donation  to 

Lincofn  Survetjor 
Statue  Project 


Illinois  Professional 
Land  Surveyors  Association 


Contact  Information 

If  you  have  questions  about  the  Lincoln 
Surveyor  Statue  Project  or  want  to  know 
how  you,  your  organization  or  your  firm 
can  assist  with  fund-raising,  contact: 

The  Lincoln  Surveyor  Statue  Project 

Illinois  Professional  Land  Surveyors  Association 

203  South  Walnut  Street 

P.O.  Box  588 

Rochester,  Illinois  62563-0588 

IPLSA  Executive  Director 
Robert  E.  Church 

(217)498-8102 
mchurch245@aol.com 


"Abraham  Lincoln  -  Deputy  Surveyor. 
Sangamon  County.  Illinois" 
Limited  edition  print  by  Lloyd  and  Ned  Ostendorf 
Available  for  purchase 


Adin  Saber  author  of  A.  Lincoln  with  Compass  and  Chain. 

Project  History 

Lincoln's  work  as  a  surveyor  was  first 
documented  by  Adin  Baber,  a 
surveyor  from  southeastern  Illinois. 
While  researching  his  genealogical 
connection  to  the  family  of  Lincoln's 
mother,  Nancy  Hanks,  Mr.  Baber  began 
to  document  Abraham  Lincoln's  survey- 
ing work. 

Before  his  death  in  the  1970s, 
Mr.  Baber  researched  early  surveying 
instruments  made  by  the  Hanks  family, 
studied  the  surveying  laws  under  which 
Abraham  Lincoln  worked,  and  resurveyed 
and  redrew  plats  from  many  original 
Lincoln  surveys.   He  visited  the  towns 
Lincoln  helped  lay  out  and  even  located 
some  of  the  bearing  trees  Lincoln  used  to 
establish  critical  survey  points. 

Mr.  Baber  then  published  a  book, 
A.  Lincoln  with  Compas.f  and  Chain,  to  docu- 
ment his  research.  This  book  contains 
much  of  the  information  we  know  today 
about  how  Lincoln  practiced  surveying, 
and  it  became  the  impetus  for  the 
Lincoln  Surveyor  Statue  Project. 


Lincofn  Survetjor 
Statue  Project 
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Illinois  Professional 
Land  Surveyors  Association 

invites  uouY yarticiyation 


Lincoln  Surveyor 
Statue  Project 


The  Lincoln  Surveyor  Statue  Project  is 
the  first  opportunity  to  commemo- 
rate a  relatively  unknow^n  segment  from 
the  life  of  America's  16th  President. 

With  all  the  books,  movies  and 
documentaries  produced  on  Abraham 
Lincoln,  his  work  as  a  surveyor  has  been 
virtually  ignored.   Few  people  realize  that 
before  his  survey  work,  Lincoln  was 
defeated  in  his  bid  for  elected  office. 
Within  two  years  after  he  began  survey- 
ing, Abraham  Lincoln  was  elected  to  the 
Illinois  House  of  Representatives.  This 
was  his  first  step  on  the  road  to  the 
White  House. 

The  Illinois  Professional  Land 
Surveyors  Association  (IPLSA)  is  spear- 
heading an  effort  to  commemorate 
Abraham  Lincoln's  surveying  career  with 
a  life-size  statue  that  will  be  unveiled  in 
the  fall  of  2003  at  Lincoln's  New  Salem 
Historic  Site  near  Petersburg,  Illinois. 
New  Salem  is  where  Lincoln  lived  when 
he  was  teaching  himself  the  art  and 
science  of  surveying  and  from  where  he 
traveled  in  his  role  as  a  Deputy  Surveyor 
of  Sangamon  County. 


IPLSA  Executive  Director  Robert  Church  with  sculptor 
John  McClarey.  shown  with  12-Inch  bronze  maquette  of  the 
Lincoln  Survey  Statue.  Similar  statues  are  being  made 
available  to  Gold  Compass  Donors  or  available  for 
purchase  separately. 


The  Statue 

The  Illinois  Professional  Land 
Surveyors  Association  (IPLSA)  has 
commissioned  sculptor  John  McClarey  to 
complete  this  significant  work  based  on  the 
original  pen-and-ink  artistry  of  noted 
Lincoln  artist  Lloyd  Ostendorf.   Following 
the  death  of  Lloyd  Ostendorf,  his  brother 
Ned  modified  the  print  for  greater  profes- 
sional accuracy. 

The  Surveyor  Statue  depicts  25-year- 
old  Abraham  Lincoln  standing  6  feet, 
4  inches  tall,  wearing  a  loose  cotton  shirt 
and  jacket  with  knee  breeches  and  boots. 

A  smaller  Lincoln  Surveyor  Statue  will 
be  donated  to  the  Michigan  Museum  of 
Surveying. 


Your  Opportunity 

Surveyors,  historians,  Lincoln 
enthusiasts,  small  firms  and  large 
corporations  are  invited  to  contribute  now 
toward  die  $130,000  that  will  be 
necessary  to  make  the  Lincoln  Surveyor 
Statue  Project  a  reality. 

Every  donation  is  being  received 
gratefully,  regardless  of  size.   Gold 
Compass  Donors  will  be  recognized  on 
the  statue  base  and  will  receive  Lincoln 
surveying  mementos.  These  items  are  also 
available  for  purchase  as  outlined  below. 


Gold  Compass  Donor 

Recognizing  Donations  of 
$3,000  or  More 

•  Name  inscribed  on  the  base  of  the  Lincoln  Surveyor 
Statue  at  New  Salem 

•  Revised  edition  of  the  book  A.  Lincoln  with  Compass 
and  Ciiain 

-  Signed  and  numbered  copy  of  the  Ned  Ostendorf  print 
on  which  the  statue  is  based 

•  12-inch  bronze  maquette  of  the  completed  statue 


Available  for  Purchase 

Prices  include  sliipping  and  handling 

12-inch  Lincoln  Surveyor  bronze 

maquette  statue $525.00 

A.  Lincoln  with  Compass  and  Chain 

(revised  edition)  $80.00 

Blacl<  and  white  signed  and  numbered 

Ostendorf  print  on  which  the  statue 

is  based    $135.00 

Black  and  white  unsigned  Ostendorf  print 

on  which  the  statue  is  based  $55.00 


Please  return  this  form 
and  your  donation  at  your 
TOc-^  earliest  convenience  to: 

LinCoCn  SurVeUOr       IHinois  Professional  Land 
n^.,.   .  n.  .•^.  Surveyors  Association 

''*  203  South  Walnut  Street 

P.O.  Box  588 
Rochester,  IL  62563-0588 


Statue  Project 


Individual  or  Firm  Name 
Street  or  P.O.  Box 


City  _ 
Phone  - 


.State- 


.Zip. 


E-mail 


Our  Contribution 

Yes,  I  (we)  would  like  to  be  recognized  as 
a  Gold  Compass  Donor  ($3,000  or  more). 
My  (our)  check  is  enclosed  for 
(please  specify) 3 

I  (we)  are  enclosing  a  donation  to  the 
Lincoln  Surveyor  Statue  Project  in  the 
amount  of  (please  specify) 3 


I  would  like  to  purchase  (prices  shown  include 
shipping  and  handling): 

12-inch  Lincoln  Surveyor  bronze 
maquette  statue 

statue(s)  @  $525.00 $ 

A.  Lincoln  with  Compass  and  Chain 
(updated  edition) 

copy(ies)  @  $80.00  ea $ 

Black  and  white  signed  Ostendorf  print 
on  which  the  statue  is  based 

print(s)  @  $135.00  ea $ 

Black  and  white  unsigned  Ostendorf  print 
on  which  the  statue  is  based 

pnnt(s)  @  $55.00  ea $ 

Total  Enclosed $ 


Please  make  checks  payable  to 
IPLSA  Lincoln  Surveyor  Statue  Project 


By  Pat  Toscano,  LS 


Patrick  Toscano  is  the  City  Surveyor  for  the  City  of 
New  Britain,  Connecticut.  He  has  taught  surveying 
classes  since  1988,  and  is  an  adjunct  faculty  member 
at  Central  Connecticut  State  University  in  New  Britain, 
and  at  Capital  Community  College  in  Hartford. 


A 

by  Adin  Baber 


braham  Lincoln  has  long 
been  esteemed  as  a  hero 
whose  character  exuded 
probity,  hard  work  and 
ambition.  Today,  virtue 
and  success  in  business, 
and  especially  in  politics,  seem  to  be  con- 
tradictory. Today's  newspapers  common- 
ly carry  background  pieces  on  the  skele- 
tons rattling  around  in  the  closets  of  cor- 
porate leaders  and  presidents.  But  despite 
a  legion  of  biographers  and  historians 
who  scrutinize  the  lives  of  America's 
heroes  in  search  of  a  titillating  morsel  to 
corrupt  their  legacies,  Lincoln,  Washington, 
Jefferson  and  Teddy  Roosevek  (the  four 
on  Mount  Rushmore)  still  hold  up  well  in 
the  public  eye,  and  we  continue  to  love 
them  for  the  examples  they  set  in  life. 

The  three  surveyors  on  Mount 
Rushmore  are  honored  among  modem 
surveyors  as  htimble  men  whose  early 
success  in  surveying  served  them  as  a 
foundation  to  greater  matters  in  their 
lives  and  the  coimtry's  history.  What 
American,  and  particularly  what  stuvey- 
or,  could  not  help  but  be  drawn  to  these 
men  and  want  to  know  more  about 
them  than  is  found  in  commonly  avail- 
able books?  Of  course  we  want  to  learn 
of  their  major  struggles  and  successes, 
but  also  appealing  are  their  accomplish- 
ments in  the  field  with  compass  and 
chain.  After  all,  it  is  often  written  that 
Washington's  understanding  of  terrain, 
learned  as  a  surveyor,  contributed  signifi- 
candy  to  his  abilities  as  a  general. 
Jefferson's  familiarity  with  measurement 
and  layout  caused  him  to  be  a  better 
architect.  And  Lincoln's  years  of  survey- 
ing contributed  to  his  success  as  a  real 
estate  and  title  lawyer  for  the  railroads. 
I  was  therefore  thrilled  to  learn  that 
the  Illinois  Professional  Land  Surveyors 
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i  that  this  would  be  an 
3dd  way  to  chain,  and  an  even  odder 
way  to  determine  direcrtion  with  the 
compass. . .  how  in  the  world  did  they 
3¥er  get  where  they  were  pointed?" 


describes  how  he  retraced  some  of  the 
Lincoln  surveys  with  the  great  man's  own 
equipment  The  overexposed  photographs 
fi-om  the  60s  are  a  nice  touch  to  the  book 
and  provide  a  real  feel  for  the  author's 
project.  I  srmled  at  seeing  a  photo  of  our 
surveying  colle^ue,  the  late  R.  Ben 
Buckner,  who  was  a  member  of  a  group 
of  college  students  that  assisted  Baber. 

The  illustrations  are  one  of  the  book's 
strong  points,  although  they  raise  a  few 
issues.  The  photographs  of  Lincoln's 
outfit,  and  some  of  the  illustrations  done 
by  Lloyd  Ostendorf,  show  a  nail  set  in 
the  top  of  the  Jacob  staff  to  which  the 
chain  cotild  be  attached.  It  seemed  to  me 
that  this  would  be  an  odd  way  to  chain, 
and  an  even  odder  way  to  determine 
direction  with  the  compass.  Was  this  the 


Association  was  going  to  republish  a 
book  on  Lincoln's  life  as  a  surveyor,  one 
that  I  had  never  heard  of.  I  was  even 
more  pleased  to  hear  it  was  written  by  a 
surveyor.  I  usually  enjoy  books  on  sur- 
veying or  surveyors  written  by  stirveyors 
because  regardless  of  the  quality  of  the 
writing,  the  level  of  understanding  of 
surveying  and  analysis  is  often  very 
high.  Additionally,  many  surveyors  are 
very  good  researchers  and  generally 
bring  material  to  our  attention  that  is 
omitted  firom  mainstream  histories. 

Written  by  Adin  Baber  (1892-1974)  and 
originally  published  in  1968,  A.  Lincoln 
with  Compass  and  Chain  was  reissued  in 
2002  by  the  Illinois  Professional  Land 
Surveyors  Association  for  the  enjoyment 
of  interested  readers  and  as  a  fund-raiser 
for  a  statue  of  Lincoln.  Bob  Church, 
Executive  Director  of  the  association, 
contributed  a  few  general  but  helpfiil 
notes  for  the  updated  edition. 

The  book  has  much  useful  and  interest- 
ing information  about  Lincoln's  surveys, 
most  of  which  appears  to  have  been  gath- 
ered in  the  public  land  records.  Included 
are  typed  field  notes,  original  plat  maps 
and  Baber 's  copies  of  some  of  Lincoln's 
original  notes.  In  some  of  the  more  enter- 
taining parts  of  the  book  the  author 


Title:  A.  Lincoln  With 
Compass  and  Chain 
author:  Adin  Baber 

Specs:  Hardback,  well  illus- 
trated, 139  Pages,  $50.00 
Illinois  Professional  Land 
Surveyors  Association 
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practice  in  Illinois  at  the  time,  I  won- 
dered? If  so,  how  in  the  world  did  they 
ever  get  where  they  were  pointed? 

What  is  missing  from  the  book  is  ade- 
quate technical  iniormation.  The  book 
could  have  gready  benefitted  from  the 
input  of  an  expert  in  Illinois  survey 
practice  during  tlie  first  lialf  of  the 
1800s,  a  writer  who  could  explain  some 
of  Mr.  Baber's  comments  and  who 
could  have  insert  facts  in  place  of 
Baber's  many  speculations.  For  example, 
Baber  states  "exact  measurements  are 
unimportant"  and  that  he  had  occasion- 
ally used  wire  or  twine  to  do  his 
surveys,  a  statement  that  begs  explana- 
tion. Baber  also  states  that  chains  were 
checked  with  rulers,  leaving  the  reader 
to  wonder  'For  what  reason— to  assure 
measurements  were  correct  to  the  near- 
est whole  foot?' 

It  is  well  documented  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  borrowed  books,  studied  hard, 
paid  attention,  learned  and  advanced, 
and  Baber  is  hardly  the  first  biographer 
to  so  become  taken  with  his  subject  that 
he  loses  his  objectivity.  He  describes  how 
Lincoln  was  sought  by  the  County 
Surveyor  to  be  his  assistant,  despite  his 
lack  of  experience,  because  even  as  a 
young  man  Lincoln  had  a  reputation  as 
a  good  worker.  What  spoils  it  for  me  is 
that  Baber  mixes  in  his  comments  on 
how  the  people  loved  Lincoln  and  want- 
ed to  do  things  for  the  young  man.  The 
sign  painter  painted  his  range  poles  as  a 
favor.  Baber  speculates  or  "trusts'"  that 
the  landlady  even  made  Lincoln  ginger- 
bread on  his  birthday.  Perhaps  true,  but 
a  bit  heavy  on  adoration. 

Mixed  in  with  the  Lincoln  biographi- 
cal material  are  long-winded  and 
generous  thank-yous  to  the  people  who 
helped  Baber  with  the  project,  photo- 
graphs of  everyone,  genealogies  of 
people  not  direcdy  related  to  the  stor)'  at 
hand  and  even  photographs  of  the  com- 
mander of  an  aircraft  carrier.  Quite  a 
mix,  but  for  me,  it  was  like  searching  for 
die  bluebenies  in  a  bowl  of  oamieal. 

Baber  immodesdy  states  in  the  intro- 
duction that  his  intent  in  writing  the 
book  was  to  create  die  definiti\e  disserta- 
tion on  die  subject  of  Lincoln  as  a 
surveyor.  Although  most  serious  students 
of  histoiA'  would  probably  concede  diat 
A.  Lincoln  with  Compass  and  Chain  falls 
far  short  of  that  wortiiy  goal,  it  does  con- 
tain some  interesting  information  on 
Lincoln  as  surve)or.  Also,  it's  nice  to 
know  diat  a  portion  of  die  piudiase  price 
goes  to  support  a  worth)-  cause.  ^4 
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but  he  thought  they  were  foohng  him.     He  went  to  others  with  the 
same  result.     At  last  he  said  he  would  get  Lznco/w  to  readit.      .    .    . 
It  was  almost  too  mueh  for  Lincoln,  but  he  read  it  through. 
The  man  never  asked  again,  "Anything  here  for  me?" 

The  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Ward  H.  Lamon,  page  148. 

A.  Lincoln,  Deputy-Surveyor 

When  in  the  fall  he  had  an  opportunity  to  learn  surveying,  he 
accepted  it  eagerly.  .  . 
As  the  county  of  San- 
gamon was  large,  and 
eagerly  sought  by  im- 
migrants, the  county 
surveyor  in  1833,  one 
John  Calhoun,  needed 
deputies.    .    .    . 

With  Lincoln,  Cal- 
houn had  little,  if  any, 
personal  acquaintance, 
for  they  lived  twenty 
miles  apart.  .  .  Cal- 
houn had  heard  of  him 
(Lincoln)  as  an  honest, 
intelligent,  and  trust- 
worthy young  man.  One 
day  he  sent  word  to 
Lincoln  by  Pollard  Sim- 
mons, who  lived  in  the 
New  Salem  neighbor- 
hood, that  he  had  de- 
Icided  to  appoint  him 
deputy  surveyor  if  he 
would  accept  the  posi- 
tion. ...  It  was  a  surprise  to  Lincoln.  Calhoun  was  a  "Jack- 
son man;"  he  was  for  Clay.  What  did  he  know  about  surveying, 
and  why  should  a  Democratic  oflicial  of^er  him  a  position  of  any 
kind?  He  immediately  went  to  Springfield,  and  had  a  talk  with 
Calhoun.  He  would  not  accept  the  appointment,  he  said,  unless 
he  had  the  assurance  that  it  involved  no  political  obligation.     This 
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assurance  was  given.  The  only  diriiculty  then  in  tiie  way  was 
the  fact  that  he  knew  absolutely  nothing  of  surveying.  But 
Calhoun,  of  course,  understood  this,  and  agreed  that  he  should 
have  time  to  learn. 

With  the  promptness  of  action  with  which  he  always  undertook 
anything  he  had  to  do,  he  procured  Flint  and  ( Gibson's  treatise  on 
surveying,  and  sought  Mentor  Graham  for  hcli).  At  the  sacrifice 
of  some  time,  the  schoolmaster  aided  him  to  a  partial  mastery  of 
the  intricate  subject.  Lincoln  worked  literally  day  and  night, 
sitting  up  night  after  night  until  the  crowing  of  the  cock  warned 
him  of  the  approach  of  dawn.  So  hard  did  he  study  that  his  friends 
were  greatly  concerned  at  his  haggard  face.  But  in  six  weeks  he  had 
mastered  all  the  books  within  reach  relating  to  the  subject.  .  .  . 
Rejiorting  to  Calhoun  for  duty  (greatly  to  the  amazement  of  that 
gentleman),  he  was  at  once  assigned  to  the  territory  in  the  north- 
west part  of  the  county 

Lincoln's  surveys  had  the  extraordinary  merit  of  being  correct. 
Frequently  he  was  called  upon  to  find  the  corner  in  contro- 
versy. His  verdict  was  invariably  the  end  of  the  dispute,  so 
general  was  the  confidence  in  his  honesty  and  skill.  Lincoln's  pay 
as  a  surveyor  was  three  dollars  a  day,  more  than  he  had  ever  before 

earned Good  board  and  lodging  could  be  obtained  for 

one  dollar  a  week.  But  even  three  dollars  a  day  did  not  enable 
him  to  meet  all  his  financial  obligations.  The  heavy  debts  of  the 
store  hung  over  him.  He  was  obliged  to  help  his  father's  family 
in  Coles  County.  The  long  distances  he  had  to  travel  in  his  new 
employment  had  made  it  necessary  to  buy  a  horse,  and  for  it  he  had 
gone  into  debt 

With  a  single  exception,  Lincoln's  creditors  seem  to  have  been 
lenient.  One  of  the  notes  given  by  him  came  into  the  hands  of  a 
Mr.  Van  Bergen,  who,  when  it  fell  due,  brought  suit.  The  amount 
of  the  judgment  was  more  than  Lincoln  covild  pay,  and  his  personal 
effects  were  levied  upon.  These  consisted  of  his  horse,  saddle  and 
bridle,  and  surveying  instruments.  James  Short,  a  well-to-do 
farmer,  without  advising  Lincoln  of  his  plans,  attended  the  sale, 
bought  in  the  horse  and  surveying  instrtmients  for  one  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars,  and  turned  them  over  to  their  former  owner. 
By  this  kind  act  of  "Uncle  Jimmy,"  the  young  surveyor  was 
enabled  to  continue  his  business. 

The  Early  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Ida  M.  Tarbell,  page  i8i. 


12  2  THE  STORY -LIFE  OF  LINCOLN 

A  Picnic  in  the  Neighborhood  While  Lincoln  Was  Surveying  There 

According  to  tradition,  when  he  first  took  up  the  [surveying] 
business  he  was  too  poor  to  buy  a  chain,  and,  instead,  used  a  long, 
straight  grape-vine.  Probably  this  is  a  myth,  though  surveyors 
who  had  experience  in  the  early  days  say  it  may  be  true.  The 
chains  commonly  used  at  that  time  were  made  of  iron.  Constant 
use  wore  away  and  weakened  the  links,  and  it  was  no  unusual  thing 
for  a  chain  to  lengthen  six  inches  after  a  year's  use.  "And  a  good 
grape-vine,"  to  use  the  words  of  a  veteran  surveyor,"  would  give 
quite  as  satisfactory  results  as  one  of  those  old-fashioned  chains." 

Lincoln  frequently  was  obliged  to  be  away  for  three  or  four 
weeks  at  a  time,  laying  new  towns  or  locating  new  roads. 

Every  such  trip  added  to  his  political  capital.  Such  was  his 
reputation  throughout  the  country  that  when  he  got  a  job  ... 
there  was  a  picnic  and  jolly  time  in  the  neighborhood.  Men  and 
boys  gathered  from  far  and  near,  ready  to  carry  the  chain,  drive 
stakes,  and  blaze  trees,  if  they  could  only  hear  Lincoln's  odd  stories 
and  jokes.  The  fun  was  interspersed  with  foot  races  and  wrestling 
matches.  To  this  day  (1895)  the  old  settlers  in  many  a  place  in 
Central  Illinois  repeat  the  incidents  of  Lincoln's  sojourns  in  their 
neighborhood  while  surveying  their  town. 

The  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Ida  M,  Tarbell,  Vol.  I,  pages  loo  and  132. 

The    Clary's    Grove    Champion    Becomes    a    Staunch    Friend 

But,  after  all,  Lincoln  had  no  friend  more  intimate  than  Jack 
Armstrong,  and  none  that  valued  him  more  highly.  Until  he  finally 
left  New  Salem  for  Springfield,  he  "rusticated"  occasionally  at 
Jack's  hospitable  cabin,  situated  "four  miles  in  the  country,"  as 
the  polished  metropolitans  of  New  Salem  would  say. 

Jack's  wife,  Hannah, .  .  .  liked  Abe,  and  enjoyed  his  visits 
not  less  than  Jack  did. 

"  Abe  would  come  out  to  our  house,  "  she  says,  "  drink  milk,  eat 
mush,  corn-bread  and  butter,  bring  the  children  candy,  and  rock 
the  cradle  while  I  got  him  something  to  eat.        ...      I  foxed  his 

pants;  and  made  his  shirts He  has  gone  with  us  to 

father's;  he  would  tell  stories,  joke  people,  girls  and  boys,  at 
parties.     He  would  nurse  babies — do  anything  to  accommodate 
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